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: RADUALLY the realization seems to be dawn- 
ing upor producers that there is really no justi- 


fication for reducing advertising during the summer 
months. Many. industries enjoy their peak busiriess 
months during the summer. © People often read peri- 
odicals more thoroughly because of greater leisure. 
; Are you missing Summer opportunities because of a 
_" mistaken idea that a summer let-down is wise ? 










~ Every Day, in Every Way 
By Annie Johnson Flint 
Every day, in every way,I am growing better and better. 
—Coué. 


God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that 
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound 
to every good work.— 2 Corinthians 9 : 8. 


OW can I tell myself a lie ? : 
How can I make myself believe 

That I am ‘better every day”? 
.. 1 cannot'so myself deceive; 
But God’s own Word has bade me say, 
: Whatever I may feel or see 
ss Every day, in every way, 

The grace of God abounds for me.” 


~ Qh, tong this faithful Word had stood 
Before earth’s few,short years began, 
And ages hence it shall endure 
Beyond the.passing things of man ; 
And I today may voice His thought 
. ‘And rest upon His surs decree: 
. That every day, in every way, 
i The grace of God abounds for me. 


A mighty wall, foursquare it stands 
With sentinels on every side, 
A sure protéction-and defense, 
Where I in perfect peace may bide ; 
And'so, encompassed by His grace, 
I watch my foes, defeated, flee, 
While every day, in every way, 
The grace of God abounds for me. 


Oh, blest reiterated Word, 
Through all my life its chiming ring: 
Of all His grace for all the time 
And all-sufficient for all things ; 
In all conditions I can meet, 
From all my fears to set me free, 
For all the days, in all the ways, 
The grace of God abounds for me. 





—T, 1*1__1- © ; 


**Contrary to Nature” 

Is nature normal or abnormal? Those who do 
not know: God often identify God and nature: Heathen 
religions do it; the pagan philosophies popular in 
America and other “Christian lands” do it.. A recent 
nawspaper editorial, commenting on the death of a 
well-known human monstrosity that had been exhib- 
ited for many years as a citcus freak, said that it was 
“symbolic of all other unnatural things — atrocities, 
war, revolution, upheavals contrary to nature.” But 
are atrocities, war, revolution, upheavals contrary to 


= 


nature? We do mot always remember that nature, like 
the natural mian,- 4s in revolt against God; and that 
means it is.at war with itself. So “atrocities, war, 
revolution” are a = 6f ‘the natural -world as 
this exists. today. «” atan fell, and then man fell, 
the natural world fell also; this order of things will 
be ended only when Christ has finally done away with 
Satan and sin. To suppose that men who ignore God 
and reject God’s Son ¢an establish peace on this earth,’ 
or that. unbelieving scientists and physicians can exter- 
minate disease and bring the natural world into sub- 
jection, is to place the mind and power of man above 
the mind and power of God, — which is exactly what 
Satan is trying to do. ‘Thank God, it cannot be done! 
But some day we shall sing, with the “great voices in 
heaven,” in praise to God that “the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he! shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 


ri: 15). 2 


Ethical Culture 

Is it wisdom to attempt what God says cannot be 
done? Ethical Culture invites men to do this. The 
Forum last February, in an article in a series on 
“The New Religions of America,” discussed the move- 
ment known‘as Ethical Culture, which it calls “a sec- 
ond Reformation.” It gave in a sentence the philos- 
ophy of Felix Alder, the founder of the movement; 
“Let us cease to discuss the Author of .the Law an 
bend our strength to the fulfillment of the Law.” This 
is a plausible invitation, to those who do not understand 
the nature of man, or the nature of sin, or the nature 
of God. In other words, it is a hopeless appeal. Ever 
since Adam fell, men have been bending their strength 
to the fulfillment of the law, and have failed. Every 
false religion in the world today and in all history 
has made the same appeal, —for there is nothing new 
in any so-called new religion. God tells us that the 
mind of the natural man “is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed canbe.” So it is futile to bend 
our strength to that which we cannot do. But with 


this- convicting .word God also says that he will. save: 
us from the death-penalty of our utter failure to ful-' 
fil his law if. we wall entrust ourselves to his~Son, the 
only Man who has ever: fulfilled the whole law. 
Ethical Culture turns us away from God: and directs 
our attention to ourselves.. The Gospel, after law’ has 
convicted us of sinful failure, turns our attention away 
from otirselves to the Author of the Law who offers 
himself as our Saviour. In which direction lies the 
greater hope? . 
F ath 


Two Testimonies to Christ 

It is a startling fact that sin’s testimony to Christ 
often agrees with God’s. The inspired Psalmist sang, 
“The wrath of man shall praise: Thee”; and the truth 
of this is demonstrated over and over again throughout 
the’ historical events of ‘the Old Testament ‘and the 
New, as it is today. Pontius Pilate was responsible 
for the death of Christ, and the water with which he 
washed his hands béfore the multitude could not 
free him from that responsibility. Yet Pilate said 
publicly, after having heard the accusations against 
Christ and having personally examined him, “Behold, 
I... have found no fault in this man” (Luke 23: 
14). And God, when Jesus was baptized in voluntary 
identification of himself with ‘the sinner, said, “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 
3:17). The Government of Rome, godless and Christ- 
rejecting, testified to the sinless character of Christ. 
The Government of Heaven, which sent Christ to this 
earth as Saviour and will send him again as ‘King, tes- 
tified to the sinlessness of Christ. Today, as the re- 
turn of the King of kings draws near and “the kings 
of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take coun- 
sel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, 
Saying, Let us break their bands asunder, ‘and cast 
away their cords frém us,” there cqmes the solemn 


- 


_word from Heaven: “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 


and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled 
but a little” (Psa. 2). 


- 


When Our Failures Reproach Us 


OW can we learn the secret of turning our past 
over to God, and not handicapping the glorious 
present by worse than vain regrets over past 

mistakes and failures? 

The first step into victory is to acknowledge that 
they are mistakes or even sins. 

There was once a king, a great king, a good and 
upright man who walked with and was the beloved 
object of omnipotent favor. All that he did pros- 
pered, and few clouds darkened his sky. But one 
day, tempted by the carnality of his own nature, he 
took a wrong step. From every point of view it was 
a grievous mistake, a tragic sin. Hear him cry out 
as he approaches God. “I acknowledge my transgres- 
sions: and my siniis éver before me.”. Deeper still he 
goes in penitence. Not against my wife, my children, 
my friends, my kingdom have I sinned, but “against 
thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in 
thy sight.” 

Our sins, our mistakes, whatever aspect may be 
given them, are always directed toward the One who 
loves us best, whose heart is béfit with jealous love 
upon our perfection. Hear the heart ‘of the Eternal 
throbbing through the pages of the inspired Word: 
“T have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore 
with loving kindness have I drawn thee.” “Be ye holy; 
for I am. holy.” ; 

Sin broke fellowship with God. Grace seeks to 
cancel sin and restore the sinner. Forgiveness is. de- 
pendent upon confession. “Godly sorrow worketh re- 
pentance.” “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 


just to forgive us’ our sins, and to cleanse us from” 


all unrighteousness.” , 

_ --Two-men..went.up,in the temple to pray. One took 
a great deal of God’s time to tell him what a good 
and devout ‘worshiper he was. There was no divine 
bestowal- of: blessing..at the close of this “prayer.” 
The man .went out from God’s presence as he had 
come in—a self-satisfied sinner. 











Another man went into the temple to pray, — no 

ter,-no worse than the other, for “all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God”; but the misery 
of his need was upon him. The mistakes of his life. 
had been many, the sins of his heart had been great, 
and he scarce could see for weeping. “God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.” This man had the ear of God. 
His penitence opened the way. to diyine compassion for 
his relief, and rising from his lowly position as humble 
supplicant, this man went forth justified, leaving his 
miserable failures in the hands of Infinite Love. 

Let us acknowledge our mistake, or sin if it is such. 
Let us make a clean breast of the whole matter to God. 

Why bear burdens the blood of Jesus can remove? 
“Confess, confess, confess,” is the clarion call. 

Let us not make excuses, or justify self, or mini- 
mize the matter. Breathe it all out to God. Get the 
affair in its entirety under the blood. There is “a 
fountain opened to the house of David ... for sin 
and for uncleanness.” 

The second step into victory is to rest the whole 
matter on God. Immediately after we have confessed 
and sought his cleansing, Satan may. seek to bring in 
a false remorse. He will play upon the heart now 
made sensitive and tender by the Holy Spirit, and with 
ingenious cunning will suggest a thousand devices to 
set the matter right.. Now comes the test of faith, 
now comes the. need..of wisdom and patience to keep 
our hands off and let God work. . The sou! that would 
see real victory must take refuge in the thirty-seventh 
Psalm. “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
him.” If we try in our own wisdom and strength to 
rectify matters we shall but blunder further. . 

_A Christian worker was very eager for the conver- 
sion of a relative. She pleaded with her dear one to 
give his heart to the Lord, to go to church with her, 
or in some way to “seek . . . the Lord while he may 
be found.” Her zeal in the matter led her to. unrest 
and anxiety. The relative seemed to get farther and 
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farther away in spite of her agonized pleadings and 
prayers to God in his behalf. At last she consulted 


her pastor, who was a man of living faith. He said, 
ae give you a prescription in this, will you do as 
I say?” 


Gladly she promised that she would follow any ad- 
vice he would give her. 

“Go home resting: the whole case in God’s hands: 
your relative’s condition, your own desire, your mis- 
takes in dealing with him; put everything in God’s 
hands and leave it there. No matter what happens, 
don’t touch it with so much as the weight of your lit- 
tle finger. When God gets ready for you to act, he 
will make it so plain and so simple that you will not 
be able to help doing his will.” 

The woman went home. Shutting herself in with 
God, she acknowledged her mistakes, her sin of unrest 
and anxiety, and she covenanted with God to keep 
her hands off and wait for him to work, 

The following Sunday, to her surprise, the man 
offered of his own accord to go to church. Two weeks 
later he yielded up everything to-God and entered into 
= experience of full salvation and joy in the 


rd, , 

Self-effort kills faith, but a restful dependence on 
God and a spirit of praise opens the way for God to 
work and show forth his deliverance. “The Lord. is 
good unto them that wait for him.” 

We must not dwell upon our mistakes. Satan would 
tie us down with dissouragement over our failures. He 
would make us think. we are of no further use because 
we have failed or sinned. He would cast us out on the 
junk heap, and lead us on deeper and deeper into sin. 
But, over against -his taunts comes the Word of God. 
“Forgetting the things which are behind, , . . I press 
on,” 


Worry over our mistakes invariably leads to loss of 
power. We become ensnared in an introspective state 
that produces within us painful emotion about our- 
selves; it is a counterfeit of penitence but, like all 
counterfeits, tends to arrest the full flow of divine 
life and .power through our lives. We become un- 
healthy in our spiritual life; our aspirations become 
obstructed by doubts, our ambitions are checked by 
shame, our endeavors are clogged by strange timidities, 
and gradually there is bred within us a general dis- 
trust that clamps all our energies and produces a mor- 
bid mental state that effectually hinders all usefulness 
in the service of the Master, who has promised, “If 
the Son therefore shall make you. free, ye shall be 
free indeed.” 

In the healthy spiritual condition which our Lord 
assures to us there are no fears or shames to discover. 
The soul that has confidently rested its case in Jesus 
is led into a sweet repose, and can fearlessly look the 
world. in the face, unashamed of soul. 

We must take a firm grip on the promise of. God, 
and believe his Word, “As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from 
us.” Let us not journey to find them again, and load 
our hearts up with the weight that his grace has re- 
moved. . 

A certain great evangelist was accosted in the street 
by one of those self-appointed rectifiers of human 
conduct: “Sir,” he said, “I have just heard of a 
sin you have committed.” With a sunny countenance 
the evangelist laitl his hand on the accuser’s shoul- 
der, saying tenderly: “Have you heard of only one 
sin? Why, friend, it would take hours for me to tell 
you all the sins I have committed. But I’ve laid my 
sins on Jesus, and he took thém all away. The hand- 
writing of the ordinance that was against me is nailed 
to his: cross.” es 

The Bible enjoins us to stand fast in the glorious 
liberty wherein, Christ has made us free, and not he 
entangled again ia the yoke of bondage. Does such 
teaching as this concerning the ‘infinite grace of God 
produce carelessness of conduct? If we can so easily 
be freed from the dire results of our mistakes, — the 
hidden cancer of remorse that eats away the heart, 
—does it tempt us to ignore restraints and recklessly 
wander on forbidden paths! Far from it, 

A young girl was brought from foreign shores to a 
slave market where one human life after another was 
sold into custody of a master. Trembling with fear, 
se watched the sales go on until her turn came. As 
she stood on the auction block a manly heart was 
moved with pity for her state and, as he bid a mag- 
nificent sum, the girl was declared his. ‘Taking her 
apart from the crowd he said, “I bought you to set you 
free. You may go now and live your life as you 
please.” “She dropped at his feet, and, looking up into 
the compassioriate’ face,she cried: “You have bought 
me and made me’ free; ‘but: I would serve you all: the 
rest ‘of my ‘life.”. I can never repay’ the debt- of grati- 
tude TI. owe. Henceforth it will be my greatest’ joy 
to please you.”. 

As we look-into the compassionate face of the Mas- 
ter who set us free from our bondage of sin and'sharne, 
we have’ no'desire to live as we please, but out of the 
depth of our gratitude we cry: “Oh, that henceforth 
I may never grieve thee,:and by my life reveal to thee 
my grateful love.” 

There is one further aspect of this matter which too 
often escapes our thought. The Psalmist expresses it 

he asks, “Who can understand his’ errors?” 
Often we judge. our -acts - by,.results. rather than by 
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motives, - If a- certain act fails to bring good results, 
we call it a mistake. 

A pastor of a flourishing city church, which afforded 
him a fine livelihood through a generous salary, felt 


constrained to résign. After battling with the thought © 


for many weeks the resignation was at last sent in. 
The trustees of the church offered an increase of sal- 
ary if he would remain, but again, after he had battled 
with the temptation to take the easy way, he still felt 
he was called of God to resign. There was no open- 
ing before him. He had a family to support, and from 
the human side it looked like a grave mistake. 

For two years after his resignation he went through 
a very trying time. Nothing he did seemed to prosper. 
From a place of popularity and influence he seemed 
cast down into obscurity and uselessness, There were 
not wanting those to chide him for his mistake. Judg- 
ing by results it was a mistake. At times even his own 
heart failed, and fears beset him that, because of his 
mistake, God had set him aside. 


. JULY 17, 1926 


But “he always wins who sides with God.” The 


man was driven to prayer, and as he agonized in hu- 
mility of spirit before the throne, selflessly pleading 
for souls and counting himself a castaway, dod was 
movirg. 
efforts and prayers. Those who had forsaken him in 
his lonely. hours. now crowded about him as the bless-: 
ing of God flowed through the meetings; and no one’ 
any longer considered his resignation a mistake. All 
a judged by the superficial standards of. human 
ife. 

When our lives are completely surrendered to God 
and we have faithfully asked his guidance, let us not 
be too ready to proclaim an act a mistake merely be- 
cause the results have seemed. disadvantageous. 
alone can measure the standards of human life and 
conduct. When we are able to say with John, “We 
keep his commandments, and do those things that are 
pleating in his sight,” we can safely rest the results 
with him, + 





Why Does God Permit Evil? 


I am a Christian, and one of your readers. I wish to 
strengthen my faith in our Lord Jésus, and the doctrines 
for’ which he stands. Contact with others has led to 
queries which I am unable to answer. 

Assuming that God is almighty, why does evil exist? 
For does not almightiness mean full power to bring’ 
about, just as easily, every result or end without suffer- 
ing, sin, or evil? If so, would it not seem therefore that 
God unnecessarily permitted evil and suffering te exist? 
A Pennsylvania Reader. 


Whoever answers “yes” to this question assumes 
that he knows better than God.. If we say, “I can see 
that, because God is almighty, it was not necessary 
for him to permit evil and suffering, and it would have 
been better: if -he had not done so,” we say that we 
could have done better than God did, had we been 
given his opportunity and his omnipotence. And most 
of us would hesitate to make that claim for our- 
selves. . 

It is because God is almighty; and because God _ is 
love, that it is safe to trust him,—and unsafe to dis- 
trust him, Faith in God means leaving to him mat- 
ters with which we cannot deal, and knowing, with 
unwavering confidence, that he deals with those mat- 
ters perfectly. As an old army officer, veteran of 
the American Civil War, said years ago. “Under- 
stand God? I could not trust a God whom I could 
understand !” 

No human being on earth understands the mystery 
of evil. It is a question that human intellects have 
asked, and wrestled with, and propounded answers 
for, during the centuries and ages. Probably it will 
remain unanswered, as far as we are concerned, until 
we know even as we are known. ~ 


Yet it is possible to see reasons for the existence of ° 


evil, even with our limited, finite, and sin-clouded in- 
tellects. Dr, Giorgio Bartoli, the Italian scientist and 
mining engineer whose remarkable volume, “The Bibli- 
cal Story of Creation in the Light of the Recently 
Discovered Babylonian Documents,” has recently been 
published by The Sunday School Times Company 
($1.25, 10 cents postage), devotes a chapter of his 
book to “The Mystery of the Existence of Evil.” 
Here are some of his comments: 


“In any consideration of the subject that we are dis- 
cussing, we are faced by a difficulty which has troubled 
countless numbers of thoughtful people. How could 
God permit one of his creatures, Lucifer, Satan, to 
destroy a part of the universe which He had created? 
Why did God not forestall the Devil’s plan and re- 
strain him, either by making’ him change his mind, or 
by destroying or annihilating him? This difficulty, it 
cannot be denied, is a serious and weighty one. ... 

“And here we see the différence between Bible truth 
and the polytheism of. the Gentile books. According 
to the sacred books of the ancient PefSians there exist 
two gods,‘*equal ‘to each other in power; Ahura-Mazda, 
the creator of héaven and earth, the maker of man, the 
good god who created the light; and Auro Maniyus, 
the ‘rival and enemy of Ahura-Mazda, the god of dark- 
ness and of évil, creator of the evil spirits, the seducer 
of man-and the destroyer of all‘that is good and beau- 
tiful. These two gods are so equal in every respect 
that one never gains’a complete victory over the other ; 
they are both’ all-powerful, and the work-‘of orie fol- 
lows upon that of the other as day and night; light 
and darkness. It is not so in the Bible; only one God 
exists; and Satan is a creature of God: even Satan is 
subject to God. 

“How, then, does God permit the existence of a crea- 
ture at the same time so evil and so strong? Here 
would: seem to be the reply: . 

“God, having decided to create spiritual beings, cre- 
ated them like himself in important respects, — for the 
artist gives forth the ideas and_creations of his own 





mind. But God is a perfectly free Being; indeed he is 
the fount of all freedom. Therefore the angels created 
by him were endowed with liberty. Now it is the prop- 
erty of liberty to do either good or ill; to choose obe- 
dience to the law or rebellion against it; to serve the 
Creator voluntarily, or to refuse him the service due 
him. It is in this rebellion of the spirit against the 
law under which every creature is born, that sin con- 
sists. Every being endowed with liberty may sin. The 
angels sinned. Satan sinned; he, the highest of the 
angelic beings, perhaps the first of the creatures of 
70d, became the most bitter enemy of God, the 
rival of God. In sinning he dragged into the 
same downfall millions of angels who were thus sud- 
denly transtormed from creatures of light into crea- 
tures of darkness, from good angels into evil demons. 

“After the sin of the angels, what could God do? 
Three ways, certainly, were open to the Infinite Lord 
of the universe; either to convert them by force, to 
annihilate them, or to repair‘the harm that ‘they do. = 

“The first way is smponie and absurd, because it 
implies contradiction, conversion, to be really such, 
must be free, voluntary. God would not, then, con- 
strain Satan and his angels to change their perverse 
will and repent of their sins and be converted. 

“But neither would God annihilate them. We know 
that God never blots out anything that he has created. 
The law of the conservation of energy and of the in- 
destructibility of matter and of force manifests. to us 
the divine plan inthe universe. No force is ever de- 
stroyed; no atom of matter is ever annihilated. ... 
If therefore God would not constrain Satan and his 
followers to be converted by force; if he would not 
blot them out because that is contrary to His infinite 
goodness, nothing remained but to repair the harm 
done by: the evil. spirits.. And it is that. that God has 
always done and still constantly does. $ 

“Hardly had Satan destroyed the primitive creatio: 
than God ‘reconstructed it anew. Hardly. had Satan 
seduced the first man and ruined the first human 
couple, than God intervened to save the human species, 
promising them a Redeemer who, as John says, ‘was 
manifested, that he might destroy the werks of. the 
Devil’ (rt John 3:8).... ‘ 

“But Satan’s long warfare against God and man, 
which still continues, will come to an end when, being 
finally defeated by Christ; he will be cast into the lake 
of fire, his final doom. Thus, in the day of destruction, 
will Jehovah visit final and eternal judgrnent upon the 
wicked and their king.” 


Had Adam No Character? 


Some time ago I heard a preacher say that Adam had 
no character. Since that time I have seen the same 
statement in the writings of several preachers. 

Genesis 1: 31 says, “And God saw every thing that he 
had made, and, behold, it was very good.” To me this 
plainly states that Adam had a character, before his fall, 
that has° fever been equalled since, excepting by Jesus 
Christ. apr 

Am I-correct in my reasoning?. I would like you to 
comment on this in “Notes on Open Letters.”—An Idaho, 
Reader. : 


We donot need to reason when God -has revealed. 
Not only does God tell us, concerning everything he 
had made, that it was “very good,” but he says some- 
thing about Adam that goes far beyond _ this. The 
Word ‘tells us that “God created man in his own 
image.” If Adam had no character, then God has 
no character. We are not reduced to any such con- 
clusion as that. Adam was patterned after God; and 
what the beauty and the glory of his character must 
have beer, before sin destroyed it, we shall probably 
never fully realize until we know even as also we are 
known. 


A blessed revival visited the city through his. 
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The Question of Creeds 


The nature, necessity and evolution of the Christian 


documents ‘of 
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1, THE NATURE AND DEFINITION OF A CREED 

2. THe Necessity AND INEVITABILITY OF CREEDS 

3.. THE EvoLution oF THE Creeps 

4. THE Purpose AND USES oF a CREED - 

5. THE INCOMPLETENESS AND -FALLiiity or Creeps 
6. THe Brsticat BEGINNINGS OF THE CREEDS 


7. THE CoMPLEXION. AND VITAL SUBSTANCE OF THE 
CREEDS 


1. THE Nature AND DEFINITION OF A CREED 


credo, “I believe”; -but this:is neither a definition 

nor a description. Creeds:- have been variously 
designated in ancient times, and each designation helps 
to a fuller understanding of all that is meant by this 
short but so significant a word. ; ; 


TH word “creed”.is derived from the .Latin 


Generally speaking, “Creeds are the documents, ofa 


more or less official character, in which the Christian 
Church, or the various branches of if, have set down, 
as they have understood them, the facts and principles 
which they regarded as most fundamental, as-lying at 
the root of their common religious life. From a 
somewhat different point of view, creeds may be said 
to correspond with the constitutions, treaties, declara- 
tions, which count for so much in the civil life of the 
State. These are designed to regulate the life of the 
State, and to them we refer when we wish to under- 
stand the inmost nature of the State, the sources and 
ideals, in obedience to which it moves.” 

. Creeds have been variously designated the Faith, 
the Rule of Faith, the Rule of the Truth, the Teach- 
ing, the Apostolic Preaching or Tradition. 

The various forms and names of these religious 
summaries have not been better defined and inter- 
preted than by Professor W. A. Curtis. . He says, “If 
short, comprehensive, and dignifiefi enough for fre- 
quent use in public worship, especially if rhythmically 
expressed in language of the first person,—‘I believe’ 
or ‘we believe,’— it becames a Creed. 

“If longer and more minute and systematic, it is 
tethnically a Confession. 

“Broken up and analytically simplified into a series 
of didactic questions and answers to assist the mem- 
ory and intelligence of the young and the unlearned, it 
is a Catechism. 

“Viewed as a proclamation, in an apologetic or other 
interest, of distinctive doctrine, it is a Manifesto, a 
yo a a Profession, and in America, a ‘Plat- 

orm, 

“As a passport of admission to membership in a 
communion, it is a Symbol. 

“As a bond of union, it is a Concensus, a Covenant, 
a Form, or Formula. 


“As a test of doctrine, it is a Standard, or Rule of 
Faith, : ; 

“As a disavowal or condemnation of errors, it is a 
‘Syllabus.’ 

“In respect of its contents, it may be entitled De- 
crees, Canons, Articles, Theses, Propositions, or, as in 
ancient Scotland sometimes, ‘Places.’ - ° 

“When modified and reissued, it may appear sitnply 
as a ‘Revision’ : 

“The form of words in which the individual sub- 
scribes or professes a Confession is the Formula of 
Subscription, or simply the ‘Formula’”  _ 

In such a variety of ways have the statements of 
religious. belief been described. ‘This, of itself, should 
have led. men of our day, variously related to the 
Truth, to speak with more respect of creeds, and espe- 
cally of the Apostles’ Creed. And the more so, as we 
think of : 

2. THE NECESSITY AND INEVITABILITY OF CREEDS 

There are two classes of persons who would dis- 
pense with creeds. There are those who hold that the 
Scriptures of both Testaments are sufficient for all 
purposes, that they are the final authority touching all 
matters of faith and practice, and that, therefore, a 
creed is at least superfluous. And there are those who 
would dispense with creeds for a very different rea- 
son; those who are not only impatient of the ancient 
formulated beliefs of the Church, but who do not ad- 
mit the full and final authority of the Scriptures, but 
prate about freedom to think for themselves “and 
count it a bondage to fix a belief”; little understand- 
ing that such freedom is the. worst bondage. But 
either way, the outcry against creeds cannot reason- 
ably be deferided. Pe: 

“No rational being,” says Flint, “can be creedless. 
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We hear it commonly said today that it is not 
what we believe, but how we live, that counts,— 
in other words, that a creed is not necessary for 
a present-day. Christian. The trenchant study by 
Mr. Scroggie, which begins with this article and 
continues through several issues of the Times, will 
be found to be a source of both inspiration and 
information on this much-discussed question. 

Friends.may be grateful to you for sharing this 
notable series with them. You have this oppor- 
tunity through the Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscriptions, at 25 cents each. Please feel free 
to order as many such subscriptions as you like, 

‘mentioning “ The Question of Creeds,” and mail- 
_ing them at once to The Scheol Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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The agnostic can no more dispense with a creed than 
his neighbors, although it may be peculiarly difficult or 
inconvenient for. him to profess that he has one.” 

Erasmus. deemed “every definition a misfortune.” 
Said he, “Why. should we narrow the profession of 
Christ when he willed that it should be most broad?” 
But Luther retorted, “Christians need certainty, defi- 
nite dogmas, a sure word of God, which they can trust 
to live and die by.” 

Neither Science, nor Philosophy, nor Art, nor Mor- 
als is creedless. When Huxley déclared that Science 
commits suicide the. moment it accepts a creed, “he 
could only mean that it was fatal to Science to accept 
a creed as the last word of truth, as unrevisable; else 
Science has been in a state of ‘perpetual suicide,’ for it 
has never been without its working creed, with Na- 
ture’s laws and man’s hypotheses for its dogmatic 
articles.” Art does not remain satisfied with great 
ideas; it must give them outward form and substance, 
that all eyes may see them and know what it has 
known. The ideals of Morality must be engraven 
for, and proclaimed to, all mankind, that they may be 
embodied in daily conduct. 

It were strange, then, if religion only had no right 
to, or need of, a creed! But “what Society claims for 
its code of duty and honor, Philosophy for its truths, 
Art for its canons and standard works, and Science 
for its laws and grand hypotheses, Religion, on its 
part, claims for its dogmas, its own rules of faith.” 

Undogmatic religion is, . strictly speaking, a con- 
tradiction in terms. Every religion, however crude or 
primitive, has enshrined a creed, and in some fashion 
has given voice to a confession of the faith by which 
it lived; so that the modern drift from creeds points 
to spiritual anarchism, and contempt of all authority 
and tradition. Even John Stuart Mill states it as 
fundamental to the Positivist religion, that “there must 
be a creed or conviction claiming authority over the 
whole of human life; a belief, or set of beliefs, de- 
liberately adopted, respecting human destiny and duty, 
to which the believer inwardly acknowledges that 
all his actions ought to be subordinate.” 

The Christian must recognize that the final appeal 
on any question of faith or practice must be to the 
Scriptures; but inasmuch as every heresy that has 
disturbéd the unity of the Church has been advocated 
by men who appealed to the Bible in confirmation of 
the doctrines they taught, it is necessary not only that 
we accept these Writings, but that we make known 
the sense in which we understand them; and this can 
be done only by a creed. 

Christ is the Truth as well as the Life, and though 
it is the life that gives its value to the doctrine, it may 


safely be said that without the translation of the life | 


into intellectual form, the life itself could not endure. 

For self-expression the soul needs a body, though 
let it always be granted that the body is for the sake 
of the soul, and not the soul for the sake of the body. 
In like manner divine revelation must find fitting ex- 
pression; truth must find an incarnation in language. 
But this is only another way of saying that creeds are 
necessary and inevitable. Just as the art of painting 
must find expression in pictures, architecture in statues 
and buildings, try in poems, and music in composi- 
tions, so religion and revelation must find expression 
in instruments and occasions, in shapes and language. 

We must clarify our beliefs by formulating them. 

“We may know our way about a district fairly 
well, and not be able to draw a map of it. Yet with 
a map how much more definite will be: the advice 
which we can offer to wayfarers: A theological creed 
is like’a map, a survey of ‘a certain“region of thought, 
drawn with a-serise of proportion.” 


Necessity and inevitability being granted, we now 
pass on to consider: 


3. THE EvoLuTION OF THE CREEDS 


The ancient creeds of the: Church, of which there 
were many, were the final products of gradual growth; 
and those which have remained to our time, — the 
Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Te Deum, and 
the Athanasian Creed, — are examples of the survival 
of the fittest. 

The ancient creed came into being in different ways, 
of which, says Dr. Stewart, there were mainly three. 

(1) Sometimes it was the work of an individual 
who would draw out a scheme of belief for his own 
use or that of the community to which he belonged. 
This in course of time would come to be looked upon 
as a standard of the second rank, by virtue of the 
position of: its author, and the recognition given it by 
the Church.. A good example of this is the Institutes 
of Calvin in the Reformed Churches. 

(2) Sometimes the document was the product of 
joint action on the part of representatives of the 
Church, or of a group of churches met together in 
council for this purpose. Examples of this are the 
Nicene Creed, and the Westminster Confession. 

(3) And sometimes the creed was the product of 
imperceptible growth, receiving accretion or modifi- 
cation in its progress, until it attained what may be 
regarded as its final form. Of this process the Apos- 
tles’ Creed is the .classical instance. 

The thing to bear in mind is that these summarized 
statements and interpretations of the fundamentals 
of the’ Christian Faith, as revealed in Holy Scripture, 
are the products of -a felt need and of profound 
thought, and bear the scars of hot conflict, in both the 
East and the West. Naturally, of course, at the be- 
ginning these creedal statements were confined to a 
few simple declarations, but as heresies increased, ad- 
ditional explanations became ‘necessary, and in this 
way the creed was enlarged and became more formal. 

There can be no better illustration of this than to 
compare the Apostles’ Creed with the Athanasian. 
The former goes back to the second century, and the 
latter to the ninth. ‘Between the beginning of the one, 
and the completion. of the other, fierce conflicts had 
raged around the doctrines of God and of Christ: 
This controversy is abundantly evident in the text of 
the Athanasian Creed. Now let us read and compare 
the two remembering their twofold purpose, a purpose 
specially marked in the latter, to explain and to defend 


the Faith. 
Tue ApostLes’ CrEED 
I believe 

In God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: And 
In Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 

_ Born of the Virgin Mary; 
Suffered under Pontits Pilate; 
Was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell; 
The third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven; and 
Sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Al- 

mighty ; : 
From thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 
I believe 

In the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholic Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body; and 
The Life everlasting. Amen. 


Tue Creep oF SAINT ATHANASIUS 
. Quicunque Vult 

Whosoever will be. saved: before all things it is 
necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith: 

Which Faith except every one do keep whole and 
undefiled: without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. 

And the Catholic Faith is this: That we worship 
one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; 

Neither confounding the Persons: nor dividing 
the Substance. 

For there is one Person of the Father: another 
of the Son: and another of the Holy Ghost. 

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, is all one: the Glory equal, the 
Majesty coeternal. : 

Such as the Father is: such is the Son: and such is 
the Holy Ghost. 

. (Continued on page 423) 
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S LITTLE straws show which way the wind 
A blows, so very little fragments of life reveal 

the course of civilization. Let us gather before 
us a small collection of the little things found at 
Kirjath-sepher, to see what they teach us. 

These little ghastly fragments of pottery, which 
have been through the fire of some great conflagra- 
tion, from which they barely escaped with enough of 
themselves. remaining to make known to us what 
they are, do not seem very attractive, yet they have 
a strange and far-reaching story to tell, These bits 
of pottery are Egyptian faience of the nineteenth 
dynasty, the Rameside dynasty, during which Israel 
escaped at the beginning of the reign of Meremptah. 
How do these bits of Egyptian pottery come to be 
found at Kirjath-sepher? Of course, it is impossible 
to tell exactly how these particular bits of pottery 
happen to be here, but their presence here is far from 
surprising, and points to many interesting historical 
facts. It is well known from many other places in 
Palestine that Egyptian influence was always in Pales- 
tine in that and the preceding age. Egyptian remains 
are found in every excavation of ancient cities of 
Palestine. But this piece of faience has probably a 
far more interesting and intimate history than such a 
general observation would indicate. 

Kirjath-scpher was one of the cities assigned to 
Caleb, and by him awarded to Othniel with his daugh- 
ter, because of heroism in taking this fenced city. from 
the Canaanites. It is thus a city inhabited at once 
by the incoming Israelites. And these Israelites came 
from, Egypt of the nineteenth dynasty, to which all 
the Israelite events of that period belong. Whatever 
pottery they brought out with them was Egyptian. 
They themselves’ were Egyptians in all the arts and 
crafts and manners and customs of daily life. Even 
though they may be stgooers not to have practiced 
the arts and crafts in the wilderness life, yet not a 
few of the treasures brougtit out of Egypt would be 
brought into, Palestine? There were hundreds of thou- 
sands’ of these Israelites, to put their number at the 
lowest probable estimate. It is, then, exactly in ac- 
cord with the historical facts that we find these little 
fragments of decorated Egyptian pottery here. It 
would be surprising, almost disconcerting, if we did 
not find Egyptian relics among the ruins left by the 
Israelites of that period. Not certainly, but certainly 
most likely, these little fragments were once a part 
of the utility and of the adornment of an Israelite 
home, a reminder of slavery days in old Egypt. 

Then here is-art artistic stone urn on three feet with a 
pediment for. the feet. It is of beautiful shape, and 
seems to have been a bowl intended, or at least used, 
for the grinding of things with a pestle. It is like, 
very much like, an incense altar, but the fact that it 
has been ground until three holes are ground through 
seems to stamp it unmistakably as a mortar. rather 
than an altar. Such grinders were very common. then, 
as they are now. The mortar and pestle constitute a 
time-honored method of grinding food, paints, and 
cosmetics. But this piece is an imitation of Egyptian 


work, though-it is of Israelite origin. It is not-to be 
expected that the Israelites long after the Exodus 
imitated Egyptian things, ‘especially after they had 
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developed a national con- 
sciousness and something of 
that exclusiveness which be- 
came at last an obsession | 
with them. But early in their 
Palestinian history they may . 
easily be thought to have 
imitated Egyptian _ things, 
This would be for them no 
more than working out in 
life their own imagination, 
which through all its ances- 
tral training was. Egyptian 
imagination. So here again . 
we find distinct traces of the 
life the Israelites lived in 
Egypt and the influence. it. 
left to follow them for years, 
perhaps centuries, in . the 
manners and customs they ,. 
still retained. tiga Ow 

Even in the wilderness, life . 
of the Israelites, where they , 
led almost wholly a Bedouin - 
existence, they would still re- 
tain the art of weaving. The 
black and white goats’ hair 
cloth of the Bedouin, from 
which all the peasants of this © 
part of the world make the ae 

great rugs out of which they construct their sprawling 
tents, is a common inheritance of such people. We 
may properly assume that the Israelites, after they 
came into the land and inherited “houses full of all 
good things,” would retain and practice their knowl- 
edge of weaving. So it is exactly in ordér to discover 
that what we first considered a high place, and which, 
indeed, was stich in Canaanite times, was later ap- 
propriated by the Israelites for domestic and indus- 
trial uses, with an added. upper story of brick. It is in- 
teresting to, note that these bricks, like others at 
Kirjath-sepher, are of the size and shape of Rameside 
bricks. The building erected here seems to have been 
a weaving establishment. A great number of loom 
weights were found in the ruins of this building. . It is 
true that loom weights have been fourid in large num- 
bers mingled with. slingstones around the walls. 
There they were undoubtedly used in battle as sling- 
stones. But this would hardly be a place of great 
battle, and here the loom weights are most numerous, 
while slingstones are wanting... ©. * acts 
Another discovery at the same building confirmed 
and illustrated the idea of an industrial establishment 
for weaving. Two large stone vats were found stand- 
ing in the Canaanite level, but projecting up into 
the Israelite level, so that they had evidently 
been retained by the Israelites from the “good things” 
found in, the Canaanite houses. ‘These vats were 
probably lavers in connection with the high place of 
the Canaanites before the Israelites threw. it down. 
They may even have -been altars. By the. Israelites, 
however, they show evident indications of use .as a 
dye works. Both of the vats are discolored with a 
bluish dye, and a stone water pipe comes from a large 
cistern directly to the vats. This construction belongs 
ee Se to the Israelite period begin- 
ning before the time of Da- 
‘vid, and continuing on down 
‘through. the whole national 
life: of: Israel until Nebu- 
‘chadnezzar came and de- 
.stroyed the weaving estab- 
_dishment and the dye works, 
“along with his ruthless de- 
struction of everything else 
in the city. Not a house was 
left standing; the great 
houses were beaten down 
and left to this day mere 
heaps of stones; Only here 
are left to us these loom 
weights and-the dye-stained 
vats to tell.a tale of Israel- 
ite industry. 

Now look at these smooth, 
shapely, rounded objects of 
stone, ~with flat bottoms to 
stand firmly, and so. evenly 
graded from this tiny one 
the sizeof a large marble to 
this big one the size of a 
forty-pound round cannon 
shot. . Occasionally one of a 
slightly different shape is 
found, as though belonging to 
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a set of different design. These are weights for the scales, 
The delicate exactness with which they are made shows 
unmistakably that they were standard weights; whether 
the official standards of the city or only made to cone 
form to them does not matter. We may picture a 
merchant among his wares with his scales before him 
and such a collection of weights, ready to weigh out 
the produce to his customers. The perfectly formed 
character of the weights shows his customers that they 
are standard weights. This is not all the little weight 
tells; standard weights imply an authority to fix a 
standard and ability to enforce it. But a government 
attending to such matters must have beer an effective 
government, which did not, of: course, consist of this 
one thing alone. Civilization and.culture. are like the 
kingdom of heaven in one respect; they spread “like 
leaven” in every. direction. They. rarely extend and 
develop in but one direction or consist of -but one good 
thing. A high development in one direction implies 
like development in other directions. So that the ime 
plication of these marvelously shaped weights is of a 
well-developed government that reached out in various 
other directions. : 

I recently remarked to’ a company of ladies and 
gentlemen that the wonderful dévelopment of. ene 
gineering in the defenses of Kirjath-sepher utterly 
refuted the theory, long advocated by many, that the 
Patriarchal Agé was an age of nomads in this land, and 
that there was a very low state of culture. One ins 
stantly replied, “Oh, but there is. no evidence, of any 
deep culture.” (For you know that idea is essential 
to the theory of a later origin of Israel’s culture and 
literature.) -I replied that_the military engineering of 
that age, which, here at Kirjath-sepher,, employed 
every device for defense known to military engineer- 
ing, did not and could not exist alone. People who 
could do such things could certainly do some other 
things; those of such high’ development in a difficult 
mathematical science surely were not deficient in cul- 
ture in many other directions. Culture is always like 
leaven that spreads in every direction. Could anyone 
be so stupid as to suppose, for example, that the 
ancient Greeks who made such» unparalleled advance 
in architecture had-no other culture than that? Great 
cultural development. in any one direction always im- 


plies development in other directions also. 


This little round object would puzzle a mere man, 
but most modern women, especially the very modern 
woman, would probably guess it immediately. It is a 
round disk of stone with a delicate rim and traces of 
color upon it. Yes, ladies, you have guessed it. It is 
from the vanity case of milady of Kirjath-sepher, 
which she used in “redecorating and calsomining.” 
The colors. still showing onthe stone were to darken 
the edges of their eyelids and to tatoo their faces, 
Vulgar? Well, I do not know that it is any more 
vulgar to darken the eyelids than to redden the lips, 
nor any more really tattooing to make blue spots on 
the chin than to make pink blotches on the cheeks, _ 

These last little bits of pottery, figurines of the 
goddess Astarte, are a sad and tragic commentary 
on the lapse of the Israelites into idolatry. . They were 
commanded to throw down the Canaanite high places 
and not to fall into the Canaanite idolatry. There ig 
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abundant evidence that they obeyed literally the com- 
mand; they threw down the sacred pillars, and in 
some cases broke them. They: left them here at 
Kirjath-sepher for some two centuries in utter ruin. 
But later they yielded to the seductive influence of 
superstition and idolatry. This little head with 
painted face, this torso with one graceful arm, and 
this other minus head and all limbs, were amulets, 
household gods, good luck pieces, and they come from 
the Israelite period from the days of David onward. 
Those Israelites had become about as superstitious as 
people who begin nothing on Friday, who always go 
another way if they must turn back, who carry a 
rabbit’s foot, or lug ‘about some ridiculous mascot, 
and occasionally consult fortune tellers and spiritist 
mediums. It really looks sometimes as if the arche- 
ologist would find out that the ancient world was no 
better than modern life! Of course, there are many 
good people who do not do such things now, and there 
were many good people who did not do them then. 

- Tet, Beir Mirsim. 
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The Father uncreate: the Son uncreate: and the 
Holy Ghost uncreate. 

The Father incomprehensible: the Son incompre- 
hensible: and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. 
- The Father eternal: the Son eternal: and the Holy 
Ghost eternal. . 
. And yet they are not three eternals: but one eternal. 

As also there are not three uncreated: nor three in- 
comprehensibles, but one uncreated: and one incompre- 
hensible. 

So likewise the Father is Althighty: the Son Al- 
mighty: and the Holy Ghost Almighty. 

And yet they are not three Almighties: but one 
Almighty. 

So the Father is God: the Son is God: and the 
Holy Ghost is God. 

And yet they are not three Gods: but one God. 

So likewise the Father is Lord: the Son Lord: and 
the Holy Ghost Lord. 

And yet not three Lords: but one Lord. | 
’ For like as we are compelled by the Christian ver- 
ity: to acknowledge every Person by himself to be 
God and Lord: 

So are we forbidden by the Catholic Religion: to 
say, There be three Gods, or three Lords. 
- The Father,\is made of none: neither created, nor 


ee ; 
: The Son is of the Father alone: not made, nor cre- 
ated: but begotten. 

The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son: 
neither made, nor created, nor begotten: but proceed- 


- So there is one Father, not three Fathers: one Son, 
not three Sons: one Holy Ghost, not three Holy 
Ghosts. -. : avers 
. And in this Trinity none is aforé, or after another: 
none is greater, or less than another. | 


But the whole“three Persons are coeternal, and. 


coequal. 

.. So. that in all things, as aforesaid: the Unity in 

Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, is to be worshiped. 
He therefore that will be saved, must thus think 

of the Trinity. 


Carmenere 


__ Furthermore it is necessary to everlasting salva- 
tion: that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

For the right Faith is, that we believe and con- 
fess: that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
is God and Man; 

God, of the Substance of the Father; begotten be- 
fore the worlds: and Man, of the Substance of his 
Mother, born in the world. 

Perfect God: and perfect Man, of a reasonable 
soul and human flesh subsisting. 

Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead: and 
inferior to the Father as touching his Manhood. 

Who although he be God and Man; yet he is not 
two, but one Christ. ; 

One; not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh: 
but by taking of the Manhood into God. 

One altogether; not by confusion of Substance: but 
by unity of Person. 

For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man: so 
God and Man is one Christ; 

. Who suffered for our salvation: descended into 
hell: rose again the third day from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, he sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father God Almighty. 

From whence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

At whose coming all men shall rise again with 
their bodies ; 

And shall give account for their own works. 

_ And they that have done good shall go into life 
everlasting: and they that have done evil, into ever- 
lasting fire. . 
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This is. the Catholic Faith: which except a man 
believe -faithfully, he can not be saved. 

Glory be to the Father, and ‘to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost. 

As. it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be; world without end. Amen. 


From this comparison we can discern that doctrinal 
development was not always peaceful. ‘We have,” 
says. Dr. Stewart, “periods of furious controversy, 
times when heresy raised its head and threatened to 
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make shipwreck of the faith.. We have periods of 
Stagnation, of: backsliding, of error, of hypocrisy and 
skepticism; we have the. efforts of individuals, . the 
organization of communities; the fiery zeal of the 
persecuting enthusiast, the exaltation of the mystic, 
the keen criticism of the rationaiist —each and all 
have left their mark on the progress of Christian 
por and contributed to.make it what we find it 
today.” 


(To be continued in next week's issue) 
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old woman who had a - Blessing . 

Barrel.’ A shining saint 4 going up Dan. 12:3 
the ‘glory-way paused to put. it in her 
hand: She thought much about this shin- Rom. 3:2 
ing one, and what her curious gift might oo Sita 
mean, And as she pondered she consulted “°*'® 7 * 38 
an oracle, a -book of wondrous wisdom (,) sia 
which she had, and which was warranted y,, } ; 5 
to tell all that one needed to know. 1 Cor. 1 : 30 

She found in it that once a young King, 
who was sad because God’s work was 
languishing, had called for a godly man 32 Kings 12:7 
to tell him what could be done. And this - © 
godly man had a plan, as godly people 
are apt to have, for they are so near to 
God that they catch his very whisperings, t Sam. 9 : 15 
He took a chest and bored a hole in the 
lid of it and set it beside the altar, with 
the result that they gathered money in 2 Chron, 24:11 
abundance. 

Still she pondered, for one must take __ 
time to think things out. She said, “Why, ! =, 4:15 
here is the chest with the hole in the lid, 7 “8% 12 *9 
but what about the altar beside which it 
must be set?” Then she began to search 
this oracle to see what was meant by the 
altar. She found that from the earliest 
times the altar was a place of prayer. It Gen. 8 : 20 
was also a place of sacrifice. A strange 
and mystical shedding of blood that 
seemed somehow to. foreshadow a greater 
sacrifice, where the blood of a Holy One 
should be shed for sinners. And down Isa. 53 :6,7 
through the ages since that day of days 
when the prophecy was fulfilled, there 
was always the remembrance of it in all Matt. 27 ; 35 
prayers and offerings. Heb. 10 3 3-10 

This was food for much thought. Here 
was the little old woman with the Bless- 
ing Barrel in her hand which the shining 
one going up.the glory-road had stopped 
to give her. She knew from her study 
of the oracle that it had great power to 
gather money if it was rightly placed. 
Where was the altar? She could not 
walk to the little country church, for the 
way was long and she was feeble, and 
the chariot had not* yet come. 

Her prayer closet had an east window 
where she used to watch the sun. rising. 
And when she saw the radiance of glory 
overspreading the skies, she loved to think 
of the Sun of. Righteousness who was 
yet to arise with healing in his wings. M@l. 4:2 
She always said to herself as she turned 
from the window, “The Son of man is 
coming in the clouds in power and great 
glory. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

She put the Barrel beside the old rush- 
bottomed chair by the window where she 
was in the habit of kneeling and, with a 
prayer, made her offering to the Lord. 
It seemed a small coin to offer to so great 
a God, but she knew it would be accepted 
because it measured up to the standard 
given in the oracle: “If there be first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that 2 Gor § : 13 
he hath not.” 

You are thinking that she was a very 
poor woman because of the rush-bottomed 
chair and the absence of a limousine; but 
there you are mistaken! She was the Prov. 13:7 
richest of women! She had an ancestor Jas. 2:5 
who was very rich in cattle and in silver 
and in gold. But it was not these per- oo. a3 38 
ishable things that he bequeathed to her. 3 ‘? 
It was something of far more value. She* ** **7 
could truthfully say, “I have all, and 
abound.” There is a wonderful security in Phil. 4 : 18 


O: CE upon a time there was a little 


Psa. 68 : 17 


Dan. 6:10 


Matt. 24 : % 
Rev. 22: 20 





21The last public service of a most valuable woman in a 
certain missionary society was the preparation and giving 


- out of Blessing Barrels. -- 


knowing that you are rich.- No worry 
about the rent. No anxiety about the 
bills that come in at the end of the month. 
Absolutely carefree. You can dress! Pet. §:7 
properly. You can travel... Why, dear Luke 12:27, 8 
Dr. Hurlburt went all the way across the 
world on a similar inheritance! - ® 
But of all this abundance the little 
old woman knew that she was only a - 
trustee. It was, and would be, supplied: 
to meet every emergency only if she held 
it as a steward and administered it faith- 
fully, : ; a 1 Cor. 4:2 
So what need for prayer! But she. . 
really must know. how to deal with each 
application as it came; she must learn to 
distinguish between the “wants” and the 
“needs” of her own affairs. In fact, it 
was such wealth as would frighten its 
holder were there not a sound adviser to 
whom one could have ready access. En- Jas. 2: 
viable little old woman! A fortune and 
One to ~-administer ity for her! Sound Prov. 8: 14 
counsel. The wisdom that lies in good 
advice, and a faithful Friend to turn to Pt¥: %3 : 1 
in every time of perplexity. What about ! Cor 10: 13 
the continued use of her Barrel? What 
was her custom or habit? 
It was a Blessing Barrel, you know. 
So, as she remembered God's special 
kindnesses to her, she used to put some- Psa. 103 : 2 
thing into it with a prayer; always with 
a prayer. So you can see how a very 
special intimacy grew up between her and 
her Lord. ‘It was so; nice to tell him of . 
the good things that came to her and to 
be sure of his interest in all that con- 
cerned her. 
Then, too, when disappointments came 
she loved to tell him about them and to Matt. 1 : 26 
say, “Even so, my Father: for so it ms 
seemed good in thy sight.” . Then. like 
softest music would come floating through 
her soul lines of Faber’s hymn: “God's 
will is sweetest to us when it triumphs 
at our cost.” Happy? Yes. She was 
happy! Wouldn’t you be if you were sure 
that Love was watching over all your 
ways and planning all your steps? 
God himself bending over you in great 
tenderness and saying, “Let me see thy | 
countenance, let.me hear thy voice;- for Song of Sol. 
sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance a: 
is comely.” Happiness is usually condi- 
tioned upon circumstances, .We are apt 
to go up and down with the barometer of 
our experiences. But when one hears 
God saying, “Nothing shall by any means 
hurt you,” and that even false accusa- 
tion is a cause for rejoicing, how can one Matt. g : r1, 12 
but rejoice? Her Lord had said that his 
joy should remain in her and that her joy John rs : 11 
should be full. It was so. Because 
“Where the word of a king is, there is p24, 3. 4 
power.” sig 
‘So sunny days and rainy days found 
the little old woman getting closer to 
her Lord by means of the Blessing. Bar- 
rel. Did it not overflow, that Blessing 
Barrel? Most surely it did! Again and 
again she poured out its treasures, counted 
them joyfully, and exchanged them for 
a bit of gold. Had not the earliest visi- 
tors to her King brought gold to him? 
Then came into her life by God’s ap- 
pointment — always remember, by God’s 
appointment —a long period of helpless- 
ness. Very keen might have been her 
loneliness, for her only son was overseas 
fighting in defense of the oppressed. She Matt. 7:12 
had sent him gladly because of the high 
principle enunciated by her King in his 
Golden Rule. And she had counted the 
cost; but she said, “Neither will I offer 
burnt offerings unto the Lord my God of 2 Sam. 26:24 


Luke 12:7 


Luke 10: 19 


Matt. 2:12 
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that which doth cost me nothing.” With 
face wreathed in smiles and with tears 
kept back she had waved to him as he 
stood on the back platform of the train 
to get his last glimpse of her. Now she 
lies quietly waiting for Jesus to come 
and change her into his image and take 
her away with him; or else send his mes- 
senger to bear her across the dark river Psa, 16: 
into his presence where there is fullness 
of joy. 

One day there came into her room the 
restful form of a white capped nurse. 
She said, “I have come across the sea 
to find you, mother, for I have messages 
for you from your son. I was on duty 
in the hospital to which he was brought, 
mortally wounded. made him as com- 
fortable as .he could be made and sat 
down beside him to write his messages to ~ 
the dear ones at home. were all 
for one whom he called his mother-saint. 
As we looked into each other’s eyes we 
knew that God had made us for each 
other. Taking my hand lhe held it firmly, 
repeating in a wonderfully strong voice: 


In life’s delight; in death’s dismay; 
In storm or sunshine; night or day; 
In health, in sickness, or decay, 
Here and hereafter, I am thine. 


“And I could only faintly respond, ‘Thy 
people shall be my people, thy God 
my God,’ 

“After his precious body was laid in 
Flanders field where ies grow, my 
superintendent sent me home to recuperate 
from bodily overstrain. She did not 
know that it was heart strain also. So 
that is the reason I am here, mother. To 
take care of you as he would want ie 
taken care of, I shall hold you to life 
as long as I may, and then go with you, 
i down to where Jor- 
dan overfloweth all his banks, and I shall Josh. 3 : 15 
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hear again for as for him, ‘The trum- Pilgrim’s 

pets sounding on the other side.’ ” Progress 
The radiant little old woman who had 

found a daughter when she lost a son 

was rapturous indeed. 
Day by day “the glory streaming from 

Emmanuel’s land” lighted the pale face 

more and more, The daughter caught its 

light and reflected it. One day she said 

to her new-found mother, “Your Bless- 

ing Barrel is to offer something other 

than gold when you cease to use it. A 

life is to be its outcome, A life which 

no longer has its roots in this world but Song of Sol. 


can be freely poured out in service for g:36 da 


him whom you have shown me in a new 
loveliness —the One altogether lovely.” 


Until the very last the Blessing Barrel 
stood on a stand by the little old woman’s 
bed. Slipping her wedding ring from its 
emaciated finger, she dropped it into the 
box, saying, “In the resurrection they 
neither marry, nor are given in marr 
but are as the angels of God in heaven.” Matt. 2a: 30 
“And so she came to the Land of Beulah piigrim’s 
where the sun shineth night and day.” Progress 
What became of the daughter, you are 

asking? Behold her in darkest Africa, 

The Cadmus of the blind, 

Giving the dumb lip language, 

The idiot clay a mind. 

Walking her round of duty 

Serenely day by day, 

With the strong hand of labor 

And the child heart of play. 

As waves in stillest waters, 

As stars in noonday skies, 

All that wakes to noble action 

In her noon of calmness lies. 


From the Blessing Barrel of the little 
old woman was poured out at the feet of 
the great King not only treasures of sil- 
ver and gold, but something far above 
rubies in value— far costlier: a life! 

Wasuineron, D, C, 
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Praying a Class into the Kingdom 


How a teacher held on until blessing came into her 


By Z. I. Davis 
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The first objective of every conscientious and consecrated 
into a personal relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


girls in later years remember their early 


co. deugdedbe cambatann tals ee 
‘School 7 


teachings and come to accept Christ, the teacher has no assurance that 

will be true with those committed to his or her care. True effectiveness in a teacher is directly pi le 

concern the teacher has for the salvation of the class. Per this teacher’s experience may kelp ith 
ember ngelism,’’ by J. E. Conant, D.D. (The Sunday 


school teacher should be to bring each 
le it is true that in some instances boys 
you wi 


cELE 
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Times Company, Philadelphia; $1.50; postage, 12 cents). 


R several years Mr. Gordon Murray, with the 
help of a large number of Sunday-school workers 
from the city churches, conducted an afternoon Sun- 
day-school in Watkins Hall, Nashville, Tenn. He 
was a successful merchant, a Canadian, a man of great 
vitality and enthusiasm, and an elder in the Presbyte- 
rian Church, 

The attendance in this school reached five or six 
hundred, made up largely of boys and girls under six- 
teen, They came from “Black Bottom” and “Hell’s 
Half Acre,” and from other homes not reached by 
the Sunday-schools in the churches of the city. It 
was a mottled mass of young life that was not getting 
a fair chance. Rags, rags, disheveled hair, dirty hands 
and faces, marks and deformities from mishaps and 
cruelties, diseased and emaciated little bodies, hungry 
for food and hungry for love. Yes, they were un- 
and rude, but to see and hear them was enough 
.o touch any heart that had in it the faintest spark of 
the love of Jesus on even; “Just a-Hitle bit of love” 

A drummer, called a traveling salesman, spoke to 
this school one Sunday afternoon. He tried to make 
Jesus as attractive as possible. He told of His love 
and how people are saved by having faith in Him. 
= pleaded with the teachers to win their pupils to 

rist. 

_ As the drummer was leaving the building, follow- 
ing the dismissing of the school, a young woman wait- 
ing at the door said, “Please tell me how I can win 
my girls to Christ.” : 

( The young woman explained that she taught a class 
of small girls jn that afternoon school, and that she 
had a class in the Sunday-school of Moore Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. She was a graduate of Pea- 
body College and a teacher in the public schools of 
Nashville. 

_ The young wo had been teaching a class of girls 
in Moore Memorial Sunday-school for about six years. 
The drummer learned that there were. fourteen of 
the girls, that they were twelve to fifteen. years of age, 
that two of them were from Catholic homes, that one 


was a Jewess, that three were from Methodist homes, 
and that the other four were members of families not 
connected with any church. The girls were faithful 
in attendance, 

It was the custom for the class "to have some social 
function about énce a month. The teacher frequently 
had them in her home, visited them in their homes 
and knew the girls well, 

Not one girl in the class was a church member, and 
not one was a professing Christian. The teacher was 
very anxious to see them all saved, and so she prom- 
ised to follow the suggestions made by the drummer. 

Five weeks later the drummer was in Nashville 
again, and went to the Moore Memorial Presbyterian 

urch. The minister announced that the sion 
had acted favorably on the ication for church 
membership of eleven girls in-Miss W’s class. Three 
of the girls, it was announced, gone to another 
Christian church to join there at that hour. 

inly the drummer was anxious to hear the 
story of how it all happened, and the teacher was 
anxious to tell him. As he walked home with her, 
following the church service, she was very, very happy. 
This is what she told him: : , 

During the first week following their interview, the 
young woman prayed much and very earnestly for 
each one of the girls in her class, She studied daily, 
“Some Things Which E Unbeliever Should 
Know,” and “Objections You May Meet,” two series 
of Scripture references in the “Personal Workers’ New 
ee arranged by J. Wilbur Chapman arid 
others. 

On the first Sunday after her determination to win 
her class for Christ, the young woman opened the study 
period of the class with. prayer. She prayed for the 
conversion of each one, She apologized to each one 
for never having said anything to them about personal 
salvation. She brought out the evangelistic message 
of the lesson, then closed the lesson with prayer and 
asked for decisions for Christ. “ 

Only two of the girls told her after class. that they 
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wanted to be Christians, but she felt that she did not 
succeed very well when she told them how to become 
Christians, She felt her helplessness, 

When she returned home that afternoon, she felt 
humiliated, and could hardly go to — that night, 
But the next morning, after her walk of fifteen blocks 
to school, she resolved not to give up, but to continue to 
pray and work for the salvation of her girls. She studied 
er Testament and prayed much, and then went to the 
library and found several books on evangelism and 
read them. Her interest in the girls increased, 

On the next Sunday she found it hard to pray be« 
fore the class for the conversion of the girls. Pride 
came and whispered that her prayers the previous Sun- 

y had done no good. But she was convinced thag 
she must not give up, so she prayed for them again, 
She felt embarrassed when she tried to present tha 
evangelistic appeal of the lesson. The girls manifested 
less mterest than they had the Sunday before. She wag 
not at ease and the girls were restless. She was re 
lieved when the class period was over and she was 
out of their sight. Her feeling of humility and wretch- 
edness was keem 

That night she shut herself up in her room instead 
of going to h service, as was her habit, and she 
cried and cried and prayed for her girls and that she 

ight have more interest in them. 


Mi vay woth yging ode: ough gills yo Rag oie a 
much on 


depended too ’ own efforts and not enou 
on God. She realized how proud she felt she would 
be when she had won all the girls for Christ. © 
deep humility she prayed. She asked God to forgive 
her, to- help her, to fill her with his Spirit, to use hes 
as he would, but above all to save her girls, At last 
the blessing came, She was so hapy: sons 
- She visited each one of the gir ag pe anon 
She told them how God had blessed her. It was easy 
then for her to make them realize that she was 
interested in seaing one of them saved. She went 
walking with some of ‘them and to others she talked 
in their homes, Some of them came by invitation to 
her home and talked it over. She*found that she could 
not deal in the same way with all the girls. 


Some of the girls responded’ readily and accepted 


Christ when alone with the teacher. Some did not 
seem. interested, and others showed considerable in- 
terest. Two of the girls went-with her to see the min- 
ister and get his help. The pastor helped her with 
the Jewish girl. 

Those who had accepted Christ met at the home of 
the teacher one afternoon. They prayed together for 
those who had not been reached. They talked over. 
the things that seemed to be in the way of each of 
the girls and how best to reach each one, One girl 
in the class was loved so much by all that it was de- 
cided that she should go in person, and alone, to see 
each of those yet to be reached. She shrank from 
this but promised to go when she was made to see that 
in all probability she could do more with them than 
anyone else. With tears in her eyes, she said, “I feel 
so weak and so unworthy,.but if you and all the girls 
will pray for me, I’ll go.” The other girls, two by 
two, were appointed to see different. members of the 
class who had not_yet made a decision. On the_third 
Sunday two of the girls were led to accept Christ. 
On the fourth Sunday after the talk with the drummer 


-all the girls were present, and the class period was 


taken up with testimonies, and yielding to Christ. Afi 
in her class were finally won. No wonder she was 
happy. 

Granp Rapips, MIc#. 


Open-Air Evangelism 


Goue days ago fourteen pastors representing (sup- 
posedly) some of the most’ soundly evangelical 
churches of a certain great city were together. They 
were asked how many were conducting open-air serv 
ices during the summer, and only two hands went up. 
Yet all were professed followers of the great open- 
air Preacher of Galilee. Two following his example 
—twelve apparently indifferent. Most of them preach 
to a mere handful of people on the inside, while om 
the outside the surging throngs pass ceaselessly by, 
apparently unmindful of any obligation to God or of 
vanes own spiritual welfare. And who cares very 
much! 

Would Jesus care? Would he wait complacently 
inside some little church and expect the people to come 
in? If God-had waited until the world asked for 
Christ, would he not be waiting still? If Jesus 
waited until the multitudes came to him, would they, 
ever have come? He went to them. : 

The fields are ripe everywhere. The hour is af 
hand for a mighty movement of the Spirit of God 
If God’s people, whether pastors or laymen, do not 
act, the hour of gracious visitation may pass forever,' 
and multitudes be lost. There are those who are doing 
their utmost in their respective communities and cities! 
Are you doing your utmost in your community or city? 
For soon “the night cometh when no man can work. 
. Pray for the speedy evangelization of every com- 
munity in America, and for world-wide evangeliza- 
tion! Pray that you yourself may be revived. . 
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Lesson for August 1 
Exodus 13 : 17-22; 14: 10-16 
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LESSON 5. AUGUST I. 





THE DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA 
International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 13 : 17-22; 14: 10-14 
Golden Text.—Jehovah is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation.—Exodus 15 : 2 
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The ‘Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


HEN you get to the end of your limitations, 

God is there. Your limitations are no hin- 

drance to God’s working. They are often a 
_ to God if you take a right attitude toward them 
“My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is 
made fect in weakness.” Despondency, timidity, 
and unbelief characterized the Israelites, just as they 
do you and me. But God could deliver them in spite 
of themselves because Moses was their esentative. 
See a greater than Moses, even Jesus Christ 
our 


in the ths ahead. Whenever there is a 
of the Holy Ghost in a place there is pretty sure 
be a number of people brought into lew ara with 
y what 
they have of the working of God’s power, but 
with whom nothing deeper has happened. Such peo- 
ple are a fruitful source of backsliding, And of such 
poopie the mixed multitude were a very accurate ty 
rom Succoth they journeyed to Etham on the po 
of the desert (13:20). 


mon 


It seems fairly certain that 
there has been a deal of change in the geography 
of this part of pt since the days of the Exodus. 
And none of these sites has yet been located beyond 
dispute, The Gulf of Suez seems to have extended 
a good deal farther northward than it does at present. 

Chapter 13:17.—God led them not by the way of 
the land of the Philistines. These people were to be- 
come of considerable importance in the subsequent 
history of Israel. They were probably pirates from 
Crete who settled on the Palestine coast, just as 2,000 


years later the Northmen did on the coasts of England . 


and Franca And like the later pirates they also gave 
their name to the whole country, for Palestine is called 
after them. Amos 9:7 tells us that they came from 
Caphtor, and it is becoming an agreed conclusion of 
modern archeology that Caphtor is to be identified 
with Crete. As to when their immigration into Pales- 
tine to take place we are still ignorant. Abra- 

) and Isaac (Gen. 26) both dwelt in 


eo 21 
- Palestine territory, and there is no reason to doubt 


that the name in Genesis es the same people as 
it does in Exodus. They were distinguished specially 
for their military prowess. *A fairly full account of 
their warlike qualities and organization may be gath- 
ered by ——s up the references in a concordance. 
God's care for his people may be observed in: his 
deferring their encounters with this military power 
until their own organization had been tested and per- 
fected and until they had learned what God was able 
to do for them. “God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able” (1 Cor. 
10: 13). God made the hearts of the Egyptians strong 
to follow after Israel, even unto the sea, to their own 
undoing. But he did not make the hearts of his own 
people strong to face the Philistines. And underlying 
this difference is an important law. All that God 
does has relation to what man also does. Hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart to send his soldiery to their death 
was only the confirmation by God of Pharaoh’s own 
will, And for his own people God is content to wait 
until their faith reacts to his grace. Or we may 
it this way: Grace enables, but never coerces. A life 
of freedom from Egyptian bondage, the desert air, 
the giving of the law, successive solemn visitations of 
God’s judgment were all part of God’s preparation of 
this people, necessary as he saw things, before they 


‘could be trusted to cross steel with the warriors of 


Philistia, “Lead us not into temptation” is a prayer 
which the oldest and ripest Christian will be the least 
likely to cease from praying. 

Verse 18—Armed. This may mean accoutered as 
soldiers, or in orderly array, as the marginal reading 
suggests. Probably the arming of the children of 
Israel only became possible after the overthrow of the 
Egyptian forces. 

_. Verse 19.—The bones of Joseph. “By faith Joseph, 
when his end was nigh, made mention of the departure 
of the children of Israel; and gave commandment con- 
cerning ~ bones” (Heb. tbo ue ct ots than a 
century the unburied mummy os been a 
continual reminder to the Israelites of the faith of 
their great deliverer. And now the solemn bearing 
gf his remains with them on their march ig ea earnest 





Devotional Reading :_ Psalm 37 : 1-7. 
Reference Material: Psalm 78 : 12-14; Hebrews 11 : 29. 
Primary Topic: God Takes Care of the Children of Israel. 
Lesson Material: Exodus 13: 17-22; 14: 10-27. 
emery Verse; I wiil fear no evil; for thou art with me.— 
SA. 23: 4. 
jor Topic: lerael Saved at the Red Sea. 
Jones Toric: Jereot 8 ee. 29-22; 14: 10-27. 
Memory Verse; Jehovah is my Strength and song, and he is 
become my salvation.—Exod. 15: 3. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : How a Nation of Slavee Was Set 


Free. 
Tage lor Voung Pesala and Adis Divine and Human Leader- 











13:17 And it came to pass, when Pharach had let the 

go, that God led them net by the way of the land 
of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, 
Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, 
and they return to Egypt: 18 but God led the people about, 
by the way of the wilderness by the Red Sea: and the chil- 
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20Or, he took not away the pillar of cloud by day, nor 
oo 2Or, for whereas ye have seen the Egyptians 
to-day. 
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of the fact that theirs is no mere undisciplined revolt 
against an intolerable tyranny, but the working out of 
God’s promise, 

Verse 21.—A pillar of cloud. Throughout the early 
history of this nation just emerging from an idolatrous 
land, and themselves only too prone to lapse back into 
superstition God never reveals himself in human form, 
The only self-revelation is in the fire and the cloud. 
To Abraham and to Jacob he showed himself in hu- 
man form just as later on he did to Joshua, but never 
during the long interval betweem. Yet he was still 
with them in the glory of that manifested presence 
of the cloudy pillar. Thrice they are reminded that 
they saw no similitude of God, and are warned to 
refrain from ee to make any likeness to re 
resent him for themselves (Deut. 4:12, 15, 16). In 
these days of abounding and increasing apostasy it 
may not be inopportune to warn Sunday-school workers 
against attaching too great importance to pictures of. 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This practice is a sidetrack 
back to Romanism and sacerdotalism, 

Chapter 14:2-—Turn back and encamp. Perhaps 
there had been a check at the frontier fortress of 
Etham, But in any case to come on the western 
side of the sea and to camp before Pi-hahiroth must 
have seemed to everybody, Egyptians and Israelites 
alike, the height of folly. And so indeed it was, con- 
sidered from, the merely human standpoint. If Moses 
had been a leader elected by the people t 
a general commissioned by an earthly king, he would 
have deserved to be cashiered and executed for treach- 
ery. But this was a case in which the foolishness of 
God was wiser than men (1 Cor. 1:25), If Israel 
was to get quietly alone with God at Sinai it was ab- 
solutely necessary that it should be forever out of the 
power of Egypt to pursue and harry them. In other 
words the overthrow of the military power of Egypt, 
for a generation at least, was a prerequisite to Israel’s 
teaching and training. The overthrow could not have 
been brought about by the unarmed slaves. God. must 
do it himself. And do it in such a way that Egypt 
should be compelled to recognize that his mighty 
power was engaged to get Israel out of their hands. 


Verse 3—Pharaoh will say. God knows what is in 





guard of 


themselves, or . 





a man’s heart, and he will use the man’s own plans 
and motives for the carrying out of his own purposes. 
Moses’ 2 ent iflistake had the natural effect of 
causing all the wild passions of a cruel and baffled 
and already half-ruined tyrant to leap into flame. 

_ Verse 5.—The heart of . . . his servants. Pharaoh’s 
infatuation was shared widely by his people. Espe- 
cially can we imagine the proud superciliousness of 
the army at the idea of its having been flouted by a 
mob of slaves. We can imagine all the inconvenience 
and: annoyance caused by the sudden and enforced 
stoppage of a great part of the public works of Egypt. 
It was a sharp lesson and one as difficult to learn then 
as now; how dependent society is on the labor, espe- 
cially of those belong to what we cali the humbler 
classes. 

Verse 7—The chariots of Egypt. The Egyptian 
army always seems to have been particularly noted 
for its chariotry and cavalry. In the present instance, 
as it was merely a pursuit with no idea of a battle at 
the end of it, and as there was need for speed, there 
is, naturally, no mention of infantry. 

Verse 1a—Let us alone. At the sight of the van- 
: army first coming into sight 
over the. low hills to the west, panic seized the fugi- 
tives. It was panic born of distrust,—distrust of 
God, — distrust of Moses. Moses alone kept his head 
and his faith, 

If you can keep your head when all about you 
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you; 

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
But make allowance for their doubting, too, 


, 


Yours is the earth and “everything that’s in it; 
And what is more, you'll be a man, my son. 


So Rudyard Kipling writes in words that are good 
and true, Yet it is more profoundly, true still if one 
can write, not of trusting oneself but of trusting one’s 

oses kriew whom he had’ believed and was 
persuaded that he was able to keep that which he 
committed unto him (2 Tim. 1: 12). 

Verse 14.—Jehovah will fight for you. There are 

some things which a man can do and which, therefore, 
God will not do for him. But there are things in 
which man is utterly helpless, and if anything at all 
is to be done, it must be done God himself, Pre- 
eminently is this the case with the work of salvation. 
We can neither add to nor take away from the work 
of eternal redemption. It must be all of God. So here 
m type. 
' Verse 15.—Wherefore criest thou unto me? “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Prayer is never 
out of place if by it we mean an attitude of humble, 
trustful dependence upon and a moment-by-mo- 
ment seeking of his strength and power. But if God 
has given us the assurance that he has already granted 
us our petitions, or if he has bi us cease asking 
for something (2 Cor, 12:8, 9), or if some duty is 
awaiting, then all such cases prayer becomes an 
impertinence. The Lord Jesus spoke of men who 
should leave their gift before the altar, unpresented, 
because of a neglected duty. Perhaps there are some 
of us who are praying for the work of God at home 
or abroad. God means us, in part at least, to be the 
answer to. our own prayers. 

Verse 19.—The angel... removed, The first step 
in the ordered movement of the divine intervention is 
the provision for checking the Egyptian advance and 
securing the orderly breaking up of the camp of Is- 
rael. To cross a river while pursued by a hostile 
force is always a hazardous undertaking. In this ex- 
tremity the God of Israel was their rearward (Isa, 
58:8). The cloudy pillar became a baffling wall of 
fog, confusing the movements of the chariots and hid- 
ing the Israelites from their foes. In the secret of 


God’s tabernacle ‘shall Israel be hidden (Psa. 27:5). 
The presence of God which was darkness to Egypt 
was light to Israel. So is it always. When the Lord 


Jesus came to the earth he was either a stone of sal- 
vation or a stone of stumbling. And he is still to be. 

Verse 21.—Moses stretched out his hand, All that 
God does on this marvelous night is done in closest 
conjunction with his servant. A strong east wind, 
The march of the Egyptians has been arrested. . Now 
the next step is taken. The sea is not divided in a 
moment. God works through secondary causes. Major 
General Tulloch has recorded that a case came under 
his own observation when a strong east wind drove 
back the waters of Lake Menzaleh at the entrance of 
the Suez Canal for a distance of seven miles. In this 
miracle, as in thése implied in the plagues of Egypt, 
God seems to have used ordinary phenomena and laws 
.: nature in an extraordinary way for the accomplish- 
ment of his own designs. At any rate, during the 
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fierce gale of that night the Israelites pressed on 
across the way which had been opened for, them by 
God’s own hand.’ It must have been a wide front 
for more than two million ra to pass over during 
the brief hours of t of the nick For in the 
morning watch the Egyptians themselves were in the 
midst of the sea (v. 24) and all was over by the time 
morning fully dawned (v. 27). What a scene that 
night passage must have presented! The awe-struck 
crowds, the howling gale, the thunder and lightning 
(Psa. 77:18), the mysterious glow of the pillar on 
the wet sand, the heaped banks of water, the Paschal 
full moon “wading,” as the Scottish phrase has it, 
amid scurrying clouds. “By faith they crossed” (Heb, 
11:29). It was a faith doubtless reinforced by fear 
as they faintly heard amid the storm the shouts of 
the pursuing chariotry. 

Verse 24.—In the morning watch. Some awful 
movement in the cloudy pillar terrorized even the 
fury of the oppressors into awed silence, and the 
silence speedily gave way to panic so that the Egyp- 
tians, proud warriors that they were, said “Let us flee.” 

Verse 30—Dead upon the seashore. The bodies 
were devoured by wild beasts (Psa. 74:14) as Israel 
remembered with a shudder... The armies and equip- 
ment of the finest soldiery in the world furnished the 
Israelites with what they so sorely needed for their 
further advance. 


The Homiletical Form 

1. Substitution for sin (chap. 12). 

2. Sanctification of the firstborn as representing 
the whole (chap. 13). ‘ 

3. ‘Salvation from the power of the enemy (chap. 14). 

4. Separation from Egypt to God (chap. 14), in 
order to 

5. Service (chap. 19), and onward. 
The Topical Values 

1. Unworthiness in us cannot frustrate the purposes 
of God if we have once known the shelter of the 
precious blood. Even at this beginning of their his- 
tory Israel exhibited unbelief. Yet they. were the 
pose he — and God knew what he was under- 


taking when'he started on the great work of Israel’s 
redemption. His continued mercy to us is guaranteed, 
not by our merits, but by the blood of the Lord Jesus 


Christ This is ‘not to | that God will not punish 
his people for sin, as will be seen as the history is 
unfolded before us. 


2. “All things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8:28, A. V.). The check at Etham, 
the being shut in between Baal-zephon and Pi-hahiroth 
and the’sea were all part of God’s plan for them. 

3. This victory is a type and picture of the ultimate 
triumph of good over evil (Rev. 15:3). And every 
blessing God designs for the world as it is, confronted 
by sin, carries with it also of necessity the element 
of judgment. : 

4. A miracle may often be wrought by strictly natu- 
ral_ means, d is not controlled by, but is the free 
controller of his own laws, and he can so recombine 
the operations of these laws as to produce effects 
which are properly called miraculous, because they are 
beyond the power of human wisdom to accomplish. 
See for a very valuable discussion of the whole sub- 
ject “Atonement and Law,” by the Rev. J. M. Ar- 
mour (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 
North LaSalle Street, Chicago, paper, 65 cents; post- 
age, 4 cents). 


The Practical Aim 


The practical aim of this lesson is quite clearly the 
inculcation of faith as obedience. It needed faith to 
go on to the wet sand between those menacing walls 
of water. Disobedience. would have meant death. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. - 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ID the chiidren of Israel return over the same route 
that Jacob and Joseph followed into Egypt? 
2. Why did God lead Israel the long way? 
3- Tell what you know about the Philistines. 
4. Why did God appear to the Israelites only in the fiery 
pillar? 
s. Why did they need a divine guide by night as well as 
by day? 
6. How long did the pillar of cloud and fire guide Israel? 
7. What two sides of the same truth are revealed in 
Pharioh’s conduct on this occasion? 
8. After the great manifestations of God’s power in de- 
livering his people from Pharaoh’s hands, how does the 
lack- of faith shown by the Israelites at the Red Sea seem? 


THE SUNDAY SGHOOEL ‘TIMES 
Lesson Calendar 


The complete fist of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year.may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
~ acopy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 4.—Israel Enslaved in Egypt .......... Exodus 1 : 1-14 
2. July 11.—Childhood and Education of Moses 
Exodus 2: 1-10; Acts 7 : 22 
3- July 18.—The Call of Moses........ Exodus 2:11 to 4:18 
4. July 25.—The Passover............+- Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36 
5S. August 1.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea 
Exodus 13 : 17-22; 24 : 10-16 
6. August 8.—The Giving of the Manna....Exodus 16 : 1-36 
7. August 15.—Jethro’s Wise Counsel...... Exodus 18 : 1-27 
8 August 22.—The Ten Commandnients: Duties to God 
Exodus 19:1 to 20:11 
9. August 29.—The Ten Commandments: Duties to Man 
Exodus 20 : 12-21 
to. September 5.—The Tent of Meeting............ Exodus 33 
11. September 12.—Gifts for the Tabernacle  -- 
Exodus 35 : 4 to 36:7 
12. September 19.—Obedience to Law. (Temperance ‘ 
EASSOP.) , vsccdaceccncvccvecvvcsqvessescvesesss Leviticus 26 
13. September 26.—Review: Early Leadérs of Israel 








9. What poetical words of the Israelites proved them 
slaves in nature, or attitude, as well as by force of cir- 
cumstances? 

10. What other words indicate this same poetical turn 
of mind in these people? ‘ 

11, Various physical explanations have been given of the 
parting of the Red Sea by those who reject the miraculous 
in God’s dealings. What is the true accouat?: 

12, What plainly shows how the Egyptians’ regatded 
this event? ‘ 

13. What did Moses think of this event?: 

14. What did the Lord think of it? 

15. Is there any Scripture’ statement that Pharaoh him- 
self was drowned at this time? . 

16. What lesson were the Egvretians a long time learning? 

17. What repetitions of. phrases in Exodus and Deuter- 
enomy mark the author of the two as the same? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. ; 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Perpetual Beauty.—And Jehovah went before them 
-.. and by night ... that they might go by day and 
by night (13:21). Here you see the pillar.of fire and 
the pillar of cloud taking care of God’s own. God is 
still going before his people in guidance and standing 
behind them for protection. Most of us need the rear 
protection as sorely ag we need the forward guidance. 
“Old Pharaoh” and his host are after us. A girl can 
remain beautiful to the end when the pillar of fire 
protects her. Hanging on our wall is a picture of 
mother as I first saw her,—one of the most beauti- 
ful young girls of Bordentown, N. J...I also have a 
picture of her at ninety years of age, still as beauti- 
- _ fae amp 3 de? We ae who a this 
splendi ing old lady?””. We proudly say, “That is 
mother.” God will do the same for. all his “chosen 
people” who are saved by the blood, for real beauty 
is of the spirit. : 

icking to “Egypt.”—-iet us alone, that we may 
serve the Egyptions (14:22). You may remember 
this was the trouble with Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer’s 
crony. It is the trouble with many people: They said 
of Philadelphia one time, “corrupt and contented.” 
The fellow who has spent his days in Egypt, in spite 
of the slaps and slams he got there, has really no 

eat desire for the “promised land” (1 Cor, 2:14). 

any “trail hitters” slip back into Egypt at the first 
Red Sea they come to. A’ man must be born again, 
really and truly. These Hebrews’ who had gotten into 
slavery because they had gotten away from God were 
being brought out of Egypt: wholesale. There were 
just five of all the Hebrews upon whgm God could 
depend: Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Joshua, and Caleb. 
God had to drag the great company along by miracles 
and save them in spite of: themselves. Eventually he 
gave up in disgust and killed the old stock off in the 


- desert. He produced a “new creation.” This is the 


reason we are not ready for our “promised land” un- 
less we are born again, - That is to say our “old man” 


must die in the desert. It is surprising how few young- 


men want to be prosperous and how few young girls 
want to be happy. Yes, indeed, they all say loudly 
and lustily that this is just exactly what they do want. 
But let the prosperous man try to show the “kite fly- 
ing” boy how to arrive. “Oh, you’re a back number!” 
Let the happy woman try te show the “good-time” 
girl how to achieve. “Oh, you’re old-fashioned!” Both 
get the laugh, — “let us alone.” So the boy loafs and 
wastes and the girl dances and fritters.. They marry 
each other and spend the days back in “Egypt” with 
noses to the grindstone. What show has a worth-while 
fellow or a worth-while-girl with the “Egyptians”? 
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Lads and lassies, happy are ye if ye catch the point 
(2 Cor. 6: 14). 


Forward and Upward.—Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they go forward (14:15). Did you ever 
have a “Red Sea” open to you? The other day I was 
taking a hike across the fields and saw before me a 
solid mass of woods and clearing. If I had been a 
stranger to scrubs and briars and forest trees I would 
have said to myself, “Old fellow, you're blocked — 
right about face!” But I am old and wise, arid so I 
said to myself, “Go forward!” And behold, the jungle 
opened to me in a lovely way. A way full of singing 
birds and the music of the trees. The -path was shaded 
from the sun with here and there a mossy bank upon 
which to sit and rest. Another day I saw before me 
a jungle of circumstances that once. would have bade 
me turn back, but I have learned the lesson of faith 
and trust, and so I went forward, and behold, the “Red 
‘Sea” opened and here I am safe and joyous for: nine- 
teen years in this very Corner. “Forward” -should—be 
the watchword of God’s chosen ple. “Forward” 
expresses the whole genius of the Christian religion — 
and-you can add the words “and. upward,” if -you ‘like 
(Prov. 1637). ’ 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 

4 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President :and- Professor of Education at- Juniata College 
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Tae Pricirtz or GeENeRALIzATION.—Lead 4 
] - the pupil to discover the general.taw ilustrated * 
: by individual cases. 
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se general law may be learned from: a compara- 
tive study of a number of similar instances or even 
from the study of an individual instance if it is a 
typical one. In the study of God’s dealings with men 
it is important not to theorize as to what we might ex- 
pect him to do, but rather to study patiently just what 
his dealings have been. For instance, we might surmise 
that when God undertakes a deliverance of his people, 
he would accomplish it in the shortest possible time 
and by the shortest possible way since he has the 
power to do so, And yet here we see him leading his 
people by the long way rather than by the short way. 
Of course, we know the reason in this instance, but 
from a consideration of other cases could we conclude 
that such is his usual method or not? 

Again, we note that the place of difficulty into which 
Israel came was a place into which God himself had 
led them, both in having brought them out of Egypt 
and in having led them by this particular route. Are 
we justified: in concluding that all difficulties inte 
which God’s people come are difficulties into which he 
has led them? In the extremity of their distress, 
when human help was impossible, the. Lord wrought 
their wonderful deliverance. Is this God’s usyal wa: 
Is it true that “man’s extremity is God’s opportunity” 
in the sense that God waits: for man to reach: some 
such extreme of helplessness before he brings deliver- 
ance, and when he does is it in order that he may have 
the glory alone or is it that until man reaches this 
stage God is unable to’ deliver him? In_ reaching 
generalizations upon the basis of a study of individual 
cases let us not neglect to check them. whenever pos- 
sible with the statements of the Word itself, thus mak- 
ing the more sure that we have not read out from the 
incident or series of incidents that which, though ap- 
parently reasonable, is not justified by direct state- 
ment of the Word. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are-also 


For the lesson of December 19, illustrations 

are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 

Luke 8:20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


Accepting God’s Help.—Jehovah is my strength and 
song, and he is become my salvation (Golden Text). 
Suppose when I am returning to England, we should 
come upon a man in a row boat. We hail him: “Will 
you not come aboard with us?” He replies: “No, I 
don’t believe in that way of crossing the Atlantic. I 
think there is something mean about taking advantage 
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Lesson for August 1 


" Exodus 33 : 17-22; 14 : 10-16 
of these discoveries.” “Why not rig up 
‘asail and let the wind help you?” “No,” 


he answers, “the only way to go through 
.¢the world is on one’s own resources, I 

propose to row all the way.” You w 
.not think such a man, able or learned; 
. you would rather think-him a fool. God 

never meant any of us to live without the 
-- assistance which he. has provided.—From 

Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
: Mary, E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


: The Religion of Joy.—Jehovah is my 
«strength and song (Golden Text). Chris- 
tianity-came into the world on the wings 
of song. Infidelity never sings. Unbe- 
lief has no music, no anthems, no hymns, 
no oratorios, no symphonies. When Rob- 
ert Ingersoil died the printed notice of 
_ funeral said, “There will be no sing- 

g.”"—From Hugh Tkomson Kerr. Sent 
by. ‘Mrs. H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 
Two Subjects to Avoid.—Jehovah is 

, my strength and song, “and he'is become 
“my salvation’ (Golden Text).’ It is said 
that in conversation Johnson said one day 
to Boswell: “Sir, you have but two sub- 
jects — yourself and myself, and I am 
sick of both.” The rebuke of Johnson 
Wwotild® not be gntiss’ if’. administered ‘te 
many a pulpit today, where the message 
“yourself and myself,” or man and his do- 
- ings, is occupying. far too large a place, 
Oh, that men would praise the Lord 
rather than patronize a fallen fellow !— 
From The Wonderful World. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


_., Waterproof and Fireproof. —J ehovah 
is my strength and song, atid he is become 
_my ‘salvation (Golden Text). The Chi- 

nese Intelligencer, published in Shang- 
hai, réports an addresssgiven before the 
~ missionaries in China by J. S. Flacks, a 
: Hebrew Christian. “He proved Sevend 

- doubt that the past; present, and future 
of the Jewish race are supernatural. The 
‘Jew is both waterproof and fireproof, as 
shown by the experience of Israel in 
passing through the Red Sea while their 
pefseeutors -were drowned, and the He- 
- brew children in the furnace heated seven 
-times, safely preserved, while their ene- 

* mies who threw them in were burned to 
death.”—From The Sunday School Times. 

+ Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, Lon- 
toms Eng. > 

= Declining the Wilderness Way.—But 
God led the people about, through the way 


‘of the wilderness of the Red sea (13: 18). 
A young lady, seeing a group of admirers: 


‘gathered around a woman who had given 
‘a faithful and successful service in a 


.. "foreign field; said that she would like 


‘to bea returned missionary if it were 
.not for being’an outgoing missionary.— 
~ From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
“Raiser, ‘Bucyrus, Ohio. 
pie Dove and Holy Spisit.—God led the 
‘people (13:.18). 
v.teld a 
_ returned from the East and had safely 
:. crossed. the great Arabian desert because 
. he had engaged the services of a well- 
*,kknown Arab, called by the natives, “the 
man with the dove.” The man had made 
himself famous in leading parties of 
travelers across the perilous desert. And 
this is the secret of his success. He al- 
<ways takes with him a dove, which he 
carries in his breast. When in doubt and 
in need of direction he takes the dove 
from his breast, ties a string to its foot, 
and allows the bird to ascend in the air, 
2, and notes the direction it takes, and hav- 
a ‘ing restored. the dove to his breast, fol- 
lows that direction, and finds it to be the 
sure way home. So ‘God ever leads his peo- 
ple the right way.—From the United Meth- 
odist. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. ~:~ 
The Cloud and the Fire.—By day in 
of fre of cloud, ... by night in a pillar 
fire- (13: 21). ‘In - the campaigns of 


Alexander the Great, we are told that 


over his tent he caused a lofty pole to be 
set up, and on its summit was a brazier 
filled with combustible materials kept con- 
stantly burning. In this way, if anyone 
wanted to find the commander’s head- 
quarters, he could never be at a loss, for 
over them floated the cloudy banner by 
day, the flaming beacon by night. This 
‘usage he borrowed from the Persians, 
but whence they derived it, we do not 
know. It was a good contrivance; but 
here we find if anticipated after a fashion 


Not long ago, a traveler, 
London. audience that he had just’ 
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so august, that, except as an etree 
it is no use mentioning the expedient of 
the Macedonian conqueror. —From “Moses 
the Man of God.” Sent by B. Goodall, 
Stony Stratford, Bucks, Eng. 


How Constantinople Was Saved.— 
Stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord (14:13). In September, 1922, the 
Strait of Bosphorus, on which is situated’ 
the city of Constantinople, was the scene 
of a signal deliverance to that city, oppo- 
site to which had assembled the threatening 
Turkish army, flushed with its then recent 
destruction of ancient Smyrna which had 
horrified the civilized world. The Chris- 
tians of Constantinople feared for a sim- 
ilar fate to themselves — the Bosphorous 
and. the fleet at anchorage upon it being 
the only visible barriers to the enemy’s 
approach. Then a strange thing hap- 
pened. The current of the Strait is nor- 
mally from east to ‘west, impelled by 
the strong oceanward trend ‘of the waters, 
and not for centuries had the current been 
diverted fron this direction, so ‘that the 
Turks had a_ well-established tradition 
that as long as the waters flowed west- 
ward no western foe could overcome 
them, that no enemy fleet could enter 
against that current,—when one day the 
vessels at anchor in the Strait were seen 


to swing rotund eastward, the current} , 


ys 
began to arrive and cast anchor, all sorts 
of army craft, battleships, destroyers, 
ships bringing airplanes, transports with 
thousands of khaki-clad men. The cur- 
rent flowed eastward a week, more or less, 
which gave ample‘ time to invest the en- 
dangered city with full protection, and, 
the moon having turned red the first night 
of the phenomenon, the superstititious 
Moslems fired at it with such a fusillade, 
so long kept up, that the Christians won- 
dered if. the threatened massacre had be- 
gun, But the city was saved, and while 
the article of which this is an. extract 
does not so state, who of God’s people 
would doubt that it was in answer. to 
prayer ?—From Our Young People. Sent 
y Mrs. A. R. Killgore, Shreveport, La 
Prize illustration. 


John Wesley’s Faith.—And Moses said 
unto: the people, Fear ye not (14:13). 
John Wesley said: “My brother Charles, 
amid the difficulties of our earl ministry, 
used to say, ‘If the Lord would give me 
wings I- would fly.’ I used to answer, ‘If 


had reversed, other vessels in a few dz 





the Lord bid me fly, I should trust him 
for the wings.’”—From the Christian 


— Sent by W. R, Clark, Redruth, 
ng. 

Like Some of Our Terviri.—Fear ye 
not (14:13). An engine driver had put 
on speed ‘to up for lost time, and the 
train was rushing down a ‘gradient: where 
the line dipped under a canal, when in a 
moment a red light hove in sight. It was 
too near to stop the trair. The driver 
put on the brake, and awaited in terror 
the impact of the collision: ‘The experi- 
ence of those two or three seconds was 
awful. But no impact came. They must 
have passed the place where he saw the 
red light; the train ‘was‘stopping. He 
looked forth again, and found that the 
danger signal which had ‘caused him so 
much terror was not on the line at all, 
but was on a. boat 'which'-was on the 
canal _— which the line dipped. Many 
a_ man has had a similar experience in 
life. ° He’ has séen ‘danger;,. difficulty, and 
death before him, and has been filled with 
fear; but when the expected. place was 
reached, the: danger, difficulty, and death 
had been removed.—Sent aor qv. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks Eng. - 


“ 
From the Platform 


.. By, Philip E. Howard ‘ 


"A Prayer Before’ ‘the - Riidin Oye Father, 
forgive our féars and our times of weakness 
when the chillmg. shadow of ddnger ° steals 
upon us. How soon we forget thyt promise to 
be with us! Teach us the lessons of quiet 
trust, of standing still to see thee do for us 
what no power: of our own could ever do. 
Neither day nor night shall separate us from 
thy loving guidance and care. We thank 
thee, our heavenly Father, and praise thy 
name this day. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen, 

After the Lesson.—How perfectly God 
understands us! Did you notice in the 
lesson. that he didn’t lead the Israelites 
straight up into Canaan, by the way of 
the Philistine country, because he knew 
they would be scared by the resistance 
. | they would meet? You see ‘how fright- 
ened they were when Pharaoh came after 
them. ; Suppose they had been met head 
on by the fighting Philistines! Well, 
either---way, whatever the Israelites 
thought, or feared, God had not forgot- 
ten to arrange -for their safety. And he 
doesn’t forget to do that now, even 
though we may forget that he is not for- 
getting. When the Israelites looked, they 
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saw the Egyptians; when we look, do our 
enemies look.so big that we do not see 
God’s loving, guiding hand? Let’s keep 
our eyes on him! No fear then!' ‘Stand 
still, and see! Let us pray. 











GTAND TILL 
ALVATION 
TRUST HIM! 
« 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The angel of the Lord.” 

“The Lotd’s my Shepherd.” 

“I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus.” 
“Just as I am.” 

“What a wonderful Saviour.” 
“Saved and kept.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Delight Thee in the Lord” (83 : 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 1-9 
“The Shadow of Thy Wings” .(132:: 1-3). 
Psalm 63 : t-7 
“God is Our Refuge” (105 : 1, 3). 
m Psalm 46 : 1-11, 
“To Him for Safety” (181 : 1-3). 
Psalm ot : 1-1%¢ 
“By Thee Delivered” (6s : 1, 2). 
Psalm 90 : 1°3% 
bf 
Say, Fellows— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: The Lions,’ 

Discussion: Let the fellows tells about 
the hardest thing they have ever had to 
do. Was it a God-given duty? How did 
they know? How can we know a call of 
God? 

_ Objective: “Attempt ‘great things for 
God; expect witch’ things of aye" 














AY, fellows, you recall how terrified 

Christian was in “Pilgrim’s Progress” 
when he saw the two lions, one on each 
side of the road; how, trembling with 
fright, he wanted to turn back; but, 
plucking up courage he pushed on, and 
upon near approach discovered that the 
lions were chained — so he passed between 
them without being chewed. «Well, we 
have something similar in the. predica- 
ment of the Israelites at the: Red Sea. 
The situation appeared even worse than 
Christian’s plight. There was no turning 
back for the Israelites without. falling 
bodily into Pharaoh’s pursuing army, 
That meant a return to bondage more 
galling than ever. For the Israelites there 
was nothing to do but keep going, and 
that seemed to be certain death — swal- 
lowed up in the sea. 

But Moses told them God said: “For- 
ward.” The pillar of cloud had hung 
out over the sea, and to sea they must go 
—on foot! But watch Moses, fellows: 
I see him standing on a great rock near 
the shore, his arms lifted to command at- 
tention; and that part of the vast throng 
within sound of his voice stop their 
clamor to listen. What’s that he is say- 
ing? “Thus saith the Lord God of Is- 
rael: ‘Go forward? This day shall Je- 
hovah show his mighty power and tri- 
umph over the enemies of his people.” 
Then Moses turns and faces the sea. He 
lifts his rod toward Heaven and stretches 
out his hand to the water. Instantly a 
broad avenue opens, with the waves 
banked up on each side, and the hosts of 
Israel descend with a shout into the open 
way across. God had chained. the. lions 
on either side, only to be unleashed later 
to destroy Pharaoh’s army attempting to 
cross in pursuit. 

Now, fellows, let’s be reasonable. 
Should not the Israelites have known 
that God would not have brought them 
out there to the sea to be drowned? God’s 
pillar of cloud had led them there. They 
need not have become panic-stricken and 
abusive to Moses. But that is what hap- 
pened. If it were not so tragic and so 
pitiful we would have to smile at them, 
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knowing the Lord as we do. For you see, 
they did not have the Bible, but we have. 
We only have to reach out our hand 
and pick it up and read: “When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with 
‘thee; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
‘neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 
' For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One 
‘Of Israel, thy Saviour” (Isa. 43:2, 3). 

» Yet, while they had no Bible, they had 
‘ seen the Lord’s power working in miracles 
and they had the spoken assurance of 
Moses: “The Lord shall fight for you, 
= ye shall hold your peace” (Exod. 14: 
I 


Well, let’s see. I wonder if we are not 
sometimes just about as silly and panicky 
as they were, even if we & have God’s 
written contract right before our eyes. 

Listen, fellows, there’s always a way 
out or a way through — with God. You 
may pin this in your cap: When God gives 
you a task to do, he at the same time fur- 
nishes the tools and the power to do it. 
And when he tells you to go somewhere, 
he leads the way so you can’t mistake it. 
All you have to do is to trust and put one 
foot out before the other. 

And keep on. I saw two men breaking 
a car wheel. They were pounding it 
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Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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with a sixty-pound hammer with two han- 
dies. I saw the first stroke. It made no 
impression. Neither did the second, third, 
fourth, nor the nineteenth. Those men 
droned a song as they lifted and let fall 
that heavy piece of steel. They did not 
seem to worry at all while the car wheel 
rémained unbroken. When the twentieth 
stroke fell, a tiny mark like a crooked 
thread darted out from under the ham-’ 
mer. On the twenty-first stroke the car 
wheel lay broken in three parts. Sup- 
pose they had stopped at nineteen! Yes, 
and suppose the Israelites had turned 
back at the Red Sea. Well, I guess we 
would be decorating our chimneys with 
imported Hebrew brick from Egypt, even 
yet; and who knows if’ we would have 
a Bible at all? 

Fellows, are any of you at the Red 
Sea? Goon. Are’ you at the tenth or 
nineteenth stroke? Hit it again until you 
see sheet lightning. Nobody can fail if 
God is the Pilot. ; 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
. 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mes. Eleanor B.- Hatton 


Ft the children tell of the last plague 
—the death of all the firstborn of 
Egypt. It was this that melted Pha- 
raoh’s hard heart and bent his stubborn 
will. When he looked on his own first- 
born, cold in death, perhaps he thought 
of the thousands of little sons of loving 
mothers and fathers whom he had or- 
dered thrown into the river. After the 
people had eaten the passover lamb with 
the bitter herbs, wondering perhaps what 
it all meant, a swift messenger came 
from Pharaoh telling them they were free, 
and urging them to leave Egypt at once. 
Ask the class how the people felt when 
they heard this order from the king and 
walked out through their blood-sprinkled 
doors, free. 

Now the people were free and happy, 
but they were a long way from their 
promised home. God knew that his 
people needed a guide, and he sent his 
angel to lead them. This angel was our 
own Saviour himself, who entered into a 
cloud which shone like fire at night, 
and led his people to the home promised 
their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
And so they started on their long jour- 
ney. It was a great sight to those who 
were in the highway that morning. There 
was an army of six hundred thousand 
men. There were women and little chil- 


| dren, besides strangers who had joined 


themselves to the children of Israel. 
There were also flocks of sheep and goats 


jand great herds of cattle, All of these 


made a long procession, and perhaps they 
did not travel very ‘fast, but they were 
going away from slavery and cruelty to 
their’ own home, and they: were happy. 

But Pharaoh ‘forgot ‘all God’s great 
works, and thought he had acted fool- 
ishly in letting all these good workmen 
leave his land. So he sent his great army 
of horsemen and swiftly drawn chariots 
to bring back the former slaves. The 
Israelites were overtaken when they were 
encamped on the bank of the Red Sea, 
near Egypt. On each side of their way 
So the people 
were greatly distressed, and cried to Ged 
for help. But it seems as if they forgot 
all God’s great working for them in 
Egypt, for they found fault with Moses 
for bringing them away from their 
slavery, saying that they would perish in 
the wilderness, 

‘Moses, however, knew God better than: 
that; so he quieted their fears and told 


‘them that God would fight for them. 


Then God told Meses to lift up his rod 
over the sea and divide it, so that the 

ple could pass over on dry ground. 

en the royal chariot of heaven stood 
between God’s people and the Egyptians. 
It gave light in the night for the Israelite 
travelers, but made the night darker 
for their enemies. The people walked 
through the sea between walls of water, 
but when the Egyptians tried to follow, 
the water returned and swallowed the 
purstiers. . 

Help the children to see God in all these 
wonderful. events. He had planned this 





journey for them, and no one could hurt 
his people so long as they followed his 
leading. He will do the same for all who 
follow him today. Sing “We’re march- 
ing to Zion.” 
Curnton, S. €, 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Who is on the Lord’s side? 
2. Whose side is the Lord on? 











HIS account of the exodus of the 

Israelites from Egypt shows clearly 
the result of being on the Lord’s side 
and of having the Lord on your side, — 
the first negatively, the second positively. 
It was when Moses and Aaron first ap- 
pealed to Pharaoh to let the Israelites go 
that that proud monarch replied with the 
disdainful question, “Who is Jehovah, 
that I should hearken unto his voice to 
Jet Israel go?” (Exod. 5:2). Ten times 
God had answered that scornful question 
already, but now his final reply is about 
to be given to. Pharaoh and his chosen 
captains, here at the Red Sea. Twice 
in this fourteenth chapter God says to 
Moses that after their attempt to follow 
his people and force their return to 
slavery in Egypt, “the Egyptians shall 
know that J am Jehovah” —the almighty 
I AM THAT I AM, who had so called 
himself when he called Moses to deliver 
his people from bondage (Exod. 14:4, 
18). Never again could one from Egypt 
ask, “Who is this Jehovah of the He- 
brews ?” 

Have you some girl who, in the gay 
and shallow independence of her youth, is 
virtually asking Pharaoh’s question? “I 
am not so sure that it matters very much 
whether I am on God’s side or not, for 
I am not very sure about him, anyway — 
whether he is, and whether he knows or 
cares about just a girl. I would rather 
manage my own life for a while, at least.” 
A recent editorial on student government 
in the ‘weekly paper of a girls’ college 
began’ by quoting the little boy who re- 
plied to his mother’s “must” with, “But, 
mother, I just don’t want to must.” Said 
this girl-editor: “Neither do we girls want 
to ‘must’ about anything, we enjoy our own 
independence too much and prize it too 
dearly. We want to do a thing because 
we choose to and not because we must.” 
‘Even God’s authority is resented by, many 
young people, who want none outside or 
above themselves. As it took. these re- 
‘peated-and bitter lessons to teach Pharaoh 


‘that God’s commands must be obeyed, 


even so that girl who resists his authority 
in her life will have to learn who he is 
by many hard lessons. 
* 2. But there is the reverse side of this 
truth in this story—-that he who has 
God on his side is marching toward cer- 
tain -victory. The same cloud that gave 
light all night long to the Israelites kept 
the Egyptians in utter darkness, until 
the sea was safely crossed; the same 
strong east wind (“the breath of his nos- 
trils”) that held back the waters for 
God’s people let those waters “réturn to 
their strength” just in time to overflow 
the pursuing enemy, whose heavy chariot 
wheels cut deep into the wet sand that 
had been so firm under the feet of the 
Israelites. This was the way in which 
Jehovah “worked” for his people that 
night, while they but stood still to see 
the: marvelous salvation he had_promised 
them, One-with God és a majority, no 
matter -who is on the other side. How 
glorious:to know he is with you, and that 
victory is assured! And it may be un- 
interrupted victory from ; youth on 
throughout all life! 
Home Study 

Read the whole story of God’s answer 
to Pharaoh’s first question in Exodus 5: 
1 to 15:21. 


Decatur, Ga, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of July 25) 


1. “The Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord” (Exod. 7:5). To Pharaoh God said, 
“To the end thou mayest know that I am the 
Lord in the midst of the earth” (Exod. 8 : 22); 
“That my name may be declared throughout 
all the earth” (Exod. 9:16); “That thou 
mayest know how that the earth is the Lord’s” 
(Exod. 9 :-29). To the Israelites he said, “That 
ye may know how that I am the Lord” (Exod. 
10:2); “And against all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgment: I am the Lord’”’ (Exod. 
12 : 12). 

2. Some of the Egyptians learned to fear the 
Lord. The Israelites bowed their heads and 
worshiped. Pharaoh let the people go ana 
humbled himself to ask Moses to bless him. 


3. “The man Moses was very great in the 
land of Egypt, in the sight .of Pharaoh’s 
servants, and in the sight of the people” 
(Exod. 11 : 3). 


4. The lamb without spot or blemish to be 
roasted and eaten whole-by the whole family, 
and the blood of the lamb to be sprinkled 
upon the door posts, and the unleavened 
bread which must accompany the feast. Un- 
leavened bread symbolizes the perfect sacri- 
fice of Christ, to be completely accepted and 
appropriated as he made it, and applied in 
the life,-with the responsibility of the family 
group as a unit in God’s sight. All this in 
sincerity of heart, without known sin, as 
symbolized by the unleavened bread. . 

5. Leaven is spoken of as typifying malice 
and wickedness (1 Cor. 5 : 7, 8). 

6. With the fact that the time of our Lord’s 
ministry on earth extended ove: between three 
and four years. And also with the foreteHing 
of this period in Daniel 9 : 27, where we read 
that in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and oblation to cease. Accord- 
ing to the historical interpretation this has 
reference to the fact that our Lord’s ministry 
continued for about three and one-half years. 


7. In Psalm 51 : 7 occurs the prayer, “Purge 
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean.” 


8. It was done in the assurance that God 


‘would spare the firstborn when he saw the 


blood. f 
9. In the Garden of Eden, when the serpent 
told Eve “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 3 : 4). 


10. When Cain failed to offer a blood sac- 
rifice (Gen. 4 : 3). ee 


11. When Pilate thought to wash the blood: 


of Christ from his hands with water (Matt. 
27 324). 

12, When “all the people” said “His blood 
be on us, and on our children” (Matt. 27 : 25). 

13. The attitude of supposed Christians 
who deny the blood atonement of our. Lord 
Jesus Christ for sin. 

14. “This day shall -be unto you for a me- 
morial; and ye shall keep it a feast of the 
Lord throughout your generations; ye shall 
keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever” 
(Exod. 12: 14). 

1s. Exodus 12 : 25-27 and 1 Corinthians 5: 7, 
with such passages as John 1:29; 1 Peter 
1:19. 

16. The feast of Pentecost and of Taber- 
nacles were the most important yearly ones 
(besides this one of the Passover). Others 
were the feasts of Firstfruits, of Atonement, 
of Trumpets, of Dedication of the Sabbatic 
Year, the year of the Jubilee. ‘ 

17. To the Communion service. 

18. The Passover was typical of the Lamb 
of God to’ be slain; the Communion points to 
the Lamb already slain. 

19. Fourth of July (national deliverance from 
oppression), Thanksgiving Day, and New 
Year’s Eve (the imminent new year), all in 
one. 








q Children at Home 


Lonely House 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


- (Concluded from last week's issue) 


6¢T’S the great horned owl,” whispered 
Trottie, who was the ornithologist of 
the Band, his big, velvet-black eyes shin- 
ing with excitement. “The second note 
is doubled, and it doesn’t go down on the 
last one like the barred owl does.” 
The little Corporal didn’t like the call. 
“He says, ‘Who? Who?’”. she ‘ob- 
jected, “and spos’n it should be me he 
wants,” and-she snuggled up. quite close 
to the Captain and seized upon one of his 





ands, : 
. “Pooh,” bragged Sergeant Henny- 


\ 








‘Lesson for 


f t 1 
Exoddus 13 : 17-22; 14 : 10-16 


Penny, “I'l take..care of you. I’m not 
afraid of any. old owls.” 

Even as he spoke a dark shadow, from 
whose depths two dreadful eyes flared 


like fire, drifted through the white moon- | las 


light, and the next moment a great bird 
alighted on a limb of the apple tree close 
to where Henny-Penny was standing. It 
was. nearly two feet high, and was black 
and gray. and tawny, and had a white 
collar and an angle of black feathers on 
its- forehead: which gave its face such a 
fierce scowl that the Sergeant, in. spite 
of his boasty words, gave a loud squeak 
and dived. for ‘the Captain’s unoccupied 
hand just as if he were not seven going 
on eight. At the sound the fierce bird 
drifted away again across the Barrens, 
,a shadow’ of death for all’ the brown 
bunnies he was hunting that night, 

As he disappeared from sight the Band 
entered the deserted house. In one cor- 
ner, built of that™lustrous, rose-red brick 


“of which the secret was lost a hundred 


years ago, stood a fireplace. The ‘last 
time the Band -had been there they had 
left- a’ store of wood laid all ready for 
a friendship fire. ~ There was dry scrub 
-Oak which burns with an intensely hot, 
scerited’ flame, black gum which glows 
redly for hours, swamp maple and dry 
sassafras which kindles at a touch, with 
a couple of post oak back logs. Climbing 
the stairs, the Band trooped through the 
empty room above and carried down to 
stand in front of the fireplace a broad 
settle. with curly legs which they found 
there and which was long enough to hold 
them all in‘a row. 

“Let’s light the fire and have a nice 
talky time in front of it before we go 
back,” suggested Honey, who loved to 
curl up like a pussy cat in front of a fire. 
' “Let’s,” agreed the rest of the Band, 
and in another minute they were all seated 
cosily before a blaze which roared up the 
vaulted chimney as in the days when 
Lonely House was Happy House’ and 


_some forgotten family had lived and loved 


and worked and played there. After care- 
fully ‘considering the question, the Band 
decided that there must have been’ lots 
-of boys: and girls in that family. The 
Corporal. was: sure that one of the girls 
—the nicest one—was named Eunice, 
while the Sergeant felt positive that the 
biggest and bravest of the boys was with- 
-out doubt: called.“‘Henry.” 

Finally the talk died. away. The. owl 
no longer hooted, the wind had gone 
down with the sun, and only the whimper 
of the flames in the fireplace broke the 
stillness ‘that had-fallen upon the room. 
Then suddenly a dreadful thing happened. 
From the room overhead came the sound 
of a step. Once, twice, and three times 
it broke the silence, sharp and Staccato, 
yet always ending with a curious. little 
shuffle. ‘The members of the Band stared 
whitely into each other’s faces. Nothing 


human could be in that room, and if not. 


human — what was it? Even as the horror 
of the thought crept over them, the sound 
began again just, overhead, yet not one 
,of, the warped and shrunken boards of 
‘the flooririg creaked or strained as they 
would under the weight of a man. 
Straight to the head of the stairs, shut 
off from the living room by a closed door, 
‘the steps moved slowly. Then down, 
sown the stairs they came, one step at 

a-time, and the sounds seemed to pound 
on the very hearts of the listeners. The 
little Corporal retired well to the rear and, 
though shakitig alt over, Sergeant Henny- 
Penny placed himself in front of her. 
Honey’s sleepy blue eyes for once were 
wide and alert. . Trottie, who was past 
twelve and a Boy Scout, unsheathed the 
scout ax that he always wore at his 
belt, and fell in behind the Captain who 
had ‘stood up“and was facing the closed 
door... Nearer and nearer came. the steps. 
‘Involuntarily all. the members of the Band 
braced themselves to meet what would 
-appear. when the door opened. It ‘might 
-be some shape of horror or, almost worse, 
there might be nothing there at all. 


last step of all.-- 
- “Who's. there?” shouted the Captain, 


-$0 suddenly that. they all jumped. 


‘For an instant there was no answer. 
Then suddenly from the other side of the 


clesed-door came a strange grating, grind- 


ing noise, 


At’ 
last .the dragging footfalls reached the’ 
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“Oo!” wailed: the little Corporal. 
gritting its teeth at us.” 

“Like Giant Despair.in Pilgrim’s Prog- 
reg ” whispered Trottie, literary to the 


“It's 


Suddenly the Captain strode forward 
and swung open the door, while the rest 
of the Band involuntarily braced. them- 
selves to face the worst. There, seated 
upon the last step of all, blinking at the 
sudden: firelight which streamed in upon 
him, sat a red squirrel all tawny and gray 
with: his fluffy tail arched over his” back 
and holding in his paws a black walnut 
so large that he had dragged. it with diffi- 
culty across tHe room above and down the 
stairs, For a moment he sat motionless, 
and then,- with a startled look about him, 
dived into.a convenient hole in the wains- 


‘| coting, abandoning the nut that he had 


been gnawing. 

Anything after such an experience the 
Band felt would be an anticlimax. More- 
over, the adventure had given them all 
enormous appetites. Wherefore two min- 
utes: later they were homeward.. bound. 
By hidden ways and short cuts the, Cap- 
tain guided them, until in a wonderfully 
short time the great stone chimney of 
the Cabin loomed up before them, As 
they hurried along the winding .path,, sud- 
denly the front door: flew open, letting 
aut an appetizing smell of things cooking, 
and there, silhouetted against the yellow 


firelight;. ‘stood the Quartermaster Gen- 


eral of the Band, sometimes known as 


““Mother.” 


“Hurry up, darlings,” 
per’s ready.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 


she called, “‘sup- 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 








August 8 What.Books Have I Found Worth 


While? Why? Josh. 1: 1-9. 
, August 15.. How Can We ns Waste? 
Luke 15 : 11-32; John 6: 


August 22. Bible Tietkiane About Prayer. 
Phil. 4:6, 7; Heb. 4 : 14-16. 

August 29. How Can We Make Business 
Thoroughly Christian. -1 Tim. 6 : 17-19. 


Sunday, August 1 
Wise and Unwise Decisions 
(1 Kings 3 : 5-15; Gen.13: 5-13) 
(Consecration meeting) 








* Men.—Jacob’s wise decision (Gen. 28: 
10-22). 
Senet pee’ s determination (Josh. 24 = 


25). 
Wed. —Ruth’s crucial .moment (Ruth 3 


-18). 
Thurs.—The prodigal’s mistake (Luke 15 : 
11-24). 
Fri—Balaam’s error (Jude ~- 
Sat.—Judas’ blunder (Matt. 





2 14-16). 








How should we test our decisions? 

What decisions have helped us? 

What have we learned from unwise de- 
cisions? 


N D. L. MOODY’S “Thoughts from 
My Bible” 
of a negro preacher. 


dat I’m gwine to do. 
jump. at it. Goin’ troo it ‘b'longs to God; 


jumpin’ at it b’longs to me.” 
4 


The -Christian is ever being brought’) 
face to face with decisions that must be. 


‘made affecting his relationship to God, 


his relationship toe other Christians, and 
to his Christian life in general. The. 


strength and resourcefulness for carrying 
out the decisions does indeed depend upon 
the Lord Jesus~-Christ,-but we are re- 
quired to make the decision and to move 
forward in faith toward carrying it out. 
We must jump at the wall; going 
through belongs to God. 
Me 

But how are we to know what decision 
fo make? God has’ not left us dependent 
upon our’ own résourcés here: He has 
promised to be our wisdom,’'and he has 


is found this keen comment ;|. 
In preaching to. his |. 
congregation one Sunday he said, “Bred- |. 
dren, whateber de good God tell me-to do, 
If I see ‘dat I must. 
jump troo a stone. wall, I’m gwine to 


given us the-Holy Spirit to-abide with us 
forever and to guide us into all truth. 
Solomon recognized the importance of 
wisdom from above in discerning between 
good and evil arid the untrustworthiness 
of his own judgment, :and God answered 
his prayer of humble confession of weak- 
néss by giving him a’ wise and wunder-: 
standing heart such as had -‘not: been; 
known before him nor since, So if we, 
in sincere humility, go to God pleading; 
our: own inability to make wise de- 
cisions, God in his faithfulness will more 
than answer our prayer, even as he. did 
for Solomon, 

Then, too, God has given us the Word 
as an infallible guide. Are we using it 
in deciding our problems? Are we! 
checking up our decisions by its light, 
and learning from it the lessons of others’ 
blunders ? 

we 


There is a step beyond merely learning 
which is the wise or unwise decision to 
make. God requires that we shall decide. 
Here come$ in the operation of the will 
in the. Christian’s life. God will never 
make our decisions for us. He will 


give us all the illumination we need, but! « 


he puts the decision rely up to us. 
Satan delights to get the Christian into a 
“place where the willis: vacillating and 
-where’ decisions cannot be clean cut for 


God. In these days we need to pray more]. 


than ever that God will wart tt a wills, 
D4 
Many Christians can entity to the 


| tragedy of knowing God’s will and fail- 


ing to make the definite, clear decision 
to do it at any cost, to step out in faith, 
believing that God will undertake as we 
go forward in his known will: The great 
tragedy of Solomon’s life was that with 
all his wisdom he did not obey God. He 
chose wisely in asking for God's gift of 
wisdom, but he failed miserably in his use 
of it. 

To Lot God gave every opportunity, 
yet Lot chose to go toward Sodom, ‘and, 
because he was a free-will creature, even 
God could not — him from the shame 
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and humiliation and suffering that came 
to him and to his family as a result of 
his failure to decide for God. 

ye 


Let us be earnest and sincere in asking 
God for his guidance, and let us be keenly 
alert to the great danger of knowing 
God’s will and failing to deside to do it. 

Only one man ever wholly pleased God 
at this point, and hé was God’s only Son, 
the. Lord Jesus Christ himself, who came 
to do the will of him that sent him, and 
who set his face as a flint to do God's will 
at any cost. But the encouraging thought 
for us is that, if we will, we may have 
the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
if we will let him, he will so change these 
rebellious and vacillating hearts of ours 
that they will be eager and anxious, not 
only to know, but sa his. will, 


Why do I want to know God’s will? 

How does my failure to act upon the light 
God gives me affect my future relationship 
to him? 

Am I willing for the Lord Jesus Christ to 
make me willing to do his Will? 
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| with the tiny flame he lit the great lamps 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee, 


The Faithful “Little Taper” 
HE story is told of a s om 
conversation between a light 
keeper ‘and the little taper. which he: had. 
just lighted to carry on a stormy night 
to the tep-of the great lighthouse. 
“What are you going to do with me?” 
asked the taper. “No one can see me, 
for I am so little and the light I give 
shines‘so faintly.” 
“Never mind,” replied the keeper, “just 
keep on burning till I am done with you.’ 
And the eo winding stairway he 
cli , the little taper .afl the while 
wondering what it could all mean. : 
At last the keeper reached the top, and 


that shot their bé&ms brightly many miles 
across the storm-tossed sea; and more 
than one ship: was saved: that: night -from 
being driven onto the rocks: The work 
of the faithful little taper had: been done 
before the ships were saved—but the 
keeper knew. 
Dear reader, this incident may be one 
of God’s “little tapers” —and you may 
be the lamp. Will you let the Great 
Keeper of the lighthouse use this taper 
to relight the flame that perhaps once so 
brightly shone? For the night is dark, 
and many a ship with its precious. human 
cargo is heading straight for the rocks. 
Are you willing even yourself to . be 
a “little taper” —to be used of God to 
hits relight the lamps (some evangelist, 
possibly, or pastor, or Christian leader, 
and others whose light has grown dim 
or gone out)? You don’t know how, but 
the Great Keeper of the lighthouse knows. 
Are you willing? 


July 26 to August 1 
Mon.—Exodus 13 : 17-22. Guided by Jehovah. 


“The Lord went before them” (v. 21) ; 
and this Lord was the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 
10: 4, 9), =~, same Lord who goes before 
us (Matt. 


ertheless never absent (v. 22); guiding 
by day, giving light by night, —to whom? 
See Psalm 25:9, 10. 

Prayer Succestions: Reread the In- 
troduction. One such perseveringly “will- 
ing taper” in every community in Amer+ 
ica,-and nation-wide revival will have be- 
gun. One such in every nation on earth, 
and world-wide revival may soon result. 
Tues.—Exodus 14 : 10-14. 

Israel’s Fear and Moses’ Faith. 


In verse 10 pray-ers; in verse 11 mur- 
murers! How easy it is in one breath to 
“cry out unto the Lord,” and perhaps in 
the very next breath to cry out against 
some anointed servant of his! Fear was 
back of both these cries, but Moses’ sub- 


all their fears. 


ENCOURAGEMENT: God is graciously us- 
ing this department (and every depart- 
ment) of this paper. An Iowa physician 
writes: “I want to tell you that your min- 
istry has resulted, directly and indirectly, 
in the conversion of fifty-five persons im 
the onference during the past 
year, in addition to added spiritual life.” 
Let us unitedly pam God, and keep pray- 
ing. 

Wed.—Exodus 14 : 15-22. 
The Deliverance at the Red Se> 





confident cry of true faith is a wholly 
different thing from the despairing cry 
of abject fear. What a real thing was 
the angel of God’s presence: guidance by 
day, light by night (13:21); protection 
to Israel, judgment to Israel’s enemies 
(14:19, 20). And as real today! 
Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for. the 
Summer Bible Conferences of the Moody 
Bible Institute to be held at Henderson- 





8031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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28:20); “in a pillar of a] 
cloud,” hidden from the eye of sense, nev- || 


lime faith was more than a match for }. 


Moses too cried unto the Lord, but the. 


Colorado Springs, Col.; Cedar Lake, Ind., 
rd ee Mere, Pa., and Ocean City, 


Thurs.—Exodus 14 : 23-31. . 

The Egyptians Destroyed. 
Don't, overlook the fact that God used 
means, “a strong east wind,” to drive the 
sea back (v. 21), and doubtless the law 
of gravitation ‘ta. cause it to return. God 
works with equal ease whether. with or 
without means. He is sovereign, but 
pra capricious, and his resources are in- 

nite. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons : 
nestly requested for the 


orthern Bible 
Society (715 


West Superior Street, Du- 


‘luth,-Mini.), which is doing an excellent 


work in Minnesota and surrounding states 


and in the rural regions and lumber camps. 
Fri.—Exodus 15 3 1-16. The Song of Deliverance. 


To what extent, dear reader, : are you 
able to enter into the spirit of this song? 


time in your behalf? If so, what effect 
has jt had upon .your own- heart? An 
exultant (over man), or a himbling ef- 
fect? Beware of the flesh. The law. of 
this dispensation- is the law of Christ. 

‘Prayer Svuacestions: Pray for all 
evangelical periodicals which are sound, 


whether denominational or interdenomine- 
‘tional. 


Sat:-—Exodus 15: 11-21. The Song of Triumph. 


God’s servants in Old Testament times 
did” hot realize, as we do today, that their 
principal enemies wer the unseen powers 
of darkness (Eph. 6:12). They prayed 


enemies. We are to pray for our human 
enemies (Matt. 5: 44-48), and against the 
evil forces which control them, and somé- 
times us. 


PRAYER Svuccestions: Pray for 
Wheaton College, for Taylor University, 
for Asbury College, and for’ all other 
educational institutions true to “the Book, 
the blood, and the blessed hope.” 


Sun.—Psalm 37: 1-7. Security Through Faith. 


Verse 1 contains a double command; 
verse 2 a twofold prophecy; verse 3 a 
double command and a double promise; 
-verse 4 a command and a promise; verses 
7 and 8, six,commands, followed by the 
two prophecy-promises of verse 9. Set 


Prayer is ear-| 


against, and exulted. over, their human}. 


Hath God “triumphed gloriously” at any |) 





(Lesson for August 1) JULY 17, 1926 


all these over against each other, remem- 
bering that implicit obedience means suré 
recompense. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray‘ for those 
who are neglecting the Word of God and 
prayer; for those who seldom or- never 
pray for others; for those who profess 
to follow Christ, and yet who never od 
others to follow him; for the 
who have permitted the family altar to be 
neglected or broken down. 
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Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16. 
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DID YOU KN OW 


| THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. 1. SCOFIELD 
founded ‘a Mission for the evangelization of Central America, and upon lines: 
i which he believed to be Biblical 
that end. Your Church, Sunday, School, or Bible class ought to know about 
- work. ee Sd a literature and-information. 
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